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Those wlio may have a few idle moments to spare, 
to glance oyer these rough pages from a soldier's 
note-book, must excuse the many faults which, he 
is aware, will be visible to a critic's eye. 

The following sketch was written on the voyage 
from Canton to Bombay, when the scenes de- 
scribed were fresh in his memory; and, lest any 
of the readers should be led astray, by reference 
to the situation the author had the honour to hold 
in the Chinese mission, and imagine in conse- 
quence the work was undertaken at the suggestion, 
or with the concurrence of its chiefs, he begs to 
disabuse them of so erroneous an impression; the 
fact is, that when he was obliged from severe 
^illness, which rendered him unfit for the perfoim- 
hce of his duties, to leave the force, he had not 



the slightest intention of the kind ; he formed his 
design therefore without, the approval or kn( 
ledge of any one of those with whom he had the 1 
honour to he associated. Idleness, the greatest i 
enemy of mankind hoth at sea and on land, drove I 
him to a resource which thrusts another trayelled \ 
author on the already tired public. 

The sketch is entirely gathered from private 
notes, and recollections of conversations held at 
different tim.es with residents in the country, or 
with men interested in its affairs. 

The author has taken but a slight and cursory 
view of the differences that took place previously 
to the outset of the expedition. As the misunder- 
standings and conflicts between some of our 
vessels and the Chinese junks, have not only been 
mentioned in detail by the papers of the day, but 
have been the subject of the drama, it would have 
been tedious to recapitulate them ; and he has 
therefore confined himself, in description, to the 
circumstances that occurred during his service 
with the expedition. 



All opinions are hazarded with the greatest dif- 
fidence, as, from the slight and imperfect know- 
I ledge those most acquainted with the country 
have been able to obtain, very httle weight must 
I be given to the remarks and suggestions of any 
r ladvate individual. 

The slight information gained of the manners, 
i customs, and political relations of the country, are 
I of 30 varied and unauthenticated a description, 
that what little light may now and then break in 
■ upon the traveller only serves to show the dark- 
I Desa under which we are still labouring, and the 
I feint insight hitherto obtained; and as long as the 
I present national jealousies exist, China must con- 
[ tinue a hidden soil. 

The opening of the trade may serve to enlighten 

IS in a small degree ; but a new race and new 

I opinions must arise before foreigners can expect 

I to obtain any authentic account of this singular 

[ people. 

The only men, who, from their talents and op- 
I portunities, would be able to throw a hght upon 
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the subject, are the missionary priests of the 

Romaa Church, who become so devoted to the 

cause of their religion, they only seek to lay 

their bones on the soil that they cultivate, satisfied 

with the hope of having made converts to that 

church for the extension of whose tenets they are 

prepared to suffer. 

The natural energy of the Chinese is apparent 

along the whole coast ; they seem to bow to no 

religious thraldom, the will of their rulers being 

their only chains ; thus differing as widely in these 

points as in language and complexion from their 

I 

neighbours on the continent of India. 
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For many years past, the attention of those whose 
acquaintance with China rendered them judges of 
the state of affairs, had been called to the storm 
that hovered over the position of the British and 
Celestial Governments; that storm has at last 
burst fortli into the present attitude of defiance 
and insult on the part of China. 

The mercantile relations which have hitherto 
existed for upwards of two hundred years between 
the nations, have at various times been interrupted 
for a space by the jealousy of the Chinese ; but as 



long as a monopoly of the trade was held by a 
company of merchants, their interest naturally 
inclined them to bendj sooner than lose advan- 
tages by a feeling of pique — a course which it 
would have been derogatory in a nation to have 
foUowed. 

These relations arc founded on advantage to 
both; and the Chinese ate not ignorant of the 
wealth that commerce with Britain has poured 
into their coffers. The internal government of 
China is supposed to resemble somewhat our own in 
India, being based upon opinion. Its present Tartar 
rulers being jealous of any influence that foreigners 
may gain over the people, it becomes necessary to 
dieir system to keep their subjects as blind as pos- 
sible to the movements and feelings of all foreign 
nations: thus," when a Chinaman leaves tJie Jlowery 
land to wander in countries beyond the sea, he 
rarely, if ever, is permitted to return to his native 
land."* Any change they know must be fatal to 
the system their government pursues ; and to guard 
against innovation in minor points they feel to be 

• AuexpreHion Inkeii from tlie Chinrae, a liberty which it wiU be 
Men the Author avtili himself of in other parliof tfaia nairatire. 



THE CIIINESK. 



I 



[Ht sure bEirrier against subversion of greater : for 
itiBtance, their Bhips, implements of war and of 
IniBbaiidry, are of tbe same unscientific construc- 
tion used by their forefathers many bundi-ed years 
ago — a state of things not arising from a deficiency 
of talent or energy, but from tlie systematic dark- 
■aess inculcated by their rulers. 

To flatter the national vanity of the people, and 
to sink " the outside nations" or " barbarians" in 
their eyes, is therefore the great object of all Chi- 
nese policy ; to effect which they hold a language of 
I bombast in all communications with foreign powers, 
>«ad represent, in their public chops or decrees, 
!>mir trade as of but minor importance to their coun- 
^iry. As long as the pressure of the government 
&ids a compensation in their minds in the indul- 
if their national vanity, so long may the 
jiresent system continue ; but should the trade be 
[■entirely closed, and thus millions be thrown out of 
'ttuiployment ; then, while want and starvation stalk 
Hgauntly through the land, the question will arifie 
1^ Why ? and that word, once uttered, will be the 
if the overthrow of the present dynasty. 
It ia VTong to imagine that the Chinese are a. 
b2 



4 POLICY OF THE CHINESE. 

degraded race, passive under the infliction of 
the unmerited lash ; true it is, so long as the mili- 
tary power rests in the hands of the Tartars, and 

the natives of the country, the present rulers may 
hold their sway over the people, who only see 
and know in them the authors of rewards and 
punishments ; but should disaster and misery come 
upon them, the downfall of the present weak go- 
vernment must be the consequence. 

The Chinese have a saying in their language, 
'* a mob of people is more dangerous than a troop 
of wild beasts," and their manner of treating these 
popular demonstrations is worthy of attention; the 
police have strict orders never to interfere, as 
they conceive that difficulties are more likely to 
arise from meddling, than benefits to accrue from 
suppressing them by force. 

There was an extraordinary instance of this at 
Canton, only a few years since, when the oppo- 
sition to the opium-trade first broke out. The 
people refused to admit the soldiers to search their 
houses, and forming themselves into parties or 
trades, barricadoed the streets; the government 
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immediately gave in, and the military made no 
further attempts at the time. 

It ia not above twenty years since the Emperor 
himself was attacked in the palace at Pekin by a 
band of ruffians, who entered the precincts, forcing 
him to head his guards for protection. This shows 
that the power of this empire la on no firmer 
base than that of other Eastern nations, and is 
liable to be disturbed at any time by the people, 
when they may have acquired a knowledge of 
their strength. 

The opium-trade has been in existence ever 
since the year 1780, but it did not occupy the at- 
tention of government until 1820, when one of the 
governors put a veto upon its introduction into the 
river — an act, however, which was ably commented 
upon by his successor, who did not approve of this 
method of ejecting it. 

In his opinion, it was better to have the power 
at any moment of contiouling and diverting its 
course than to make a vain attempt to stop the 
mischief its import necessarily occasions. 

The demoralising eiFcct of the dri^ upon the 
people, not even the most strenuous partisans can 
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deny ; but how to impose a restraint upon its in- 1 
troduction has been a problem that Chinese statea*: ' 
men have failed to solve ; and they will moat pro- 
bably be at last obUged to permit it as a necessary 
evil. 

The three great districts in India for the growth 
of the poppy are Malwa, Patna, and Benares { 
the monopoly of the drug at the two last places is . 
entirely in the hands of the East India Company : | 
should they, however, at a future period be obliged I 
to relinquish it, the revenue will scarcely BufEerjfbi 
they will in alt probability place at Calcutta an 
equal duty upon the export as at Bombay, whi^ J 
vrill retnm a profit fully equal in extent to th* 1 
former gain by the monopoly. Indeed, it seem* ] 
that such an event would be highly advantageoQS 
for the character of the Indian government, i 
doubtless merchants will be found at all the I 
sidencies to forward in advance money for 1 
cultivation of the poppy; and thus, by decreasin 
the price of its production, remove any chanca 
of a diminution in the market. The best Malwi 
opium is cultivated by the native Rajahs, a 
pays at Bombay as ducy 125 rupees a chee 



\ 'ktchmg m that market from 400 to 450 nipeea ; 
I ihis on the China const eells usually for 700 or 
800 dollars, and during the late troubles a cargo 
I has even gone as high 1200 dollars." The Patna 
Bnd Benaxes opium is not so valuable, the product 
I cost being only 300 rupees a chest. 

When the monopoly at Bombay was given up, 
the Bengal mart, endeavouring to destroy that of 
I Malwa, increased its own supply ; and the Bombay 
merchants, to keep the market still open for the 
introduction of their own drug sent their enuB- 
aaries to Calcutta to bid the prices up, thuB 
r fictitiously raising the demand and flooding the 
I market with an increased quantity of the article. 
The opium is shipped at both Calcutta and Bom- 
bay on board small fast-sailing vessels, called after 
the cargoes opium-cHppers : they heat up the China 
1 in the very height of the monsoon, perform- 
I ing the shortest passage from Bengal in six, and 
wike loi^est in eight weeks, and ate rarely lost in 
K&e severe gales that prevail at that period in the 
KjChina seas. Armed to the teeth, they wander along 
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IJ THE OPIUM TRADE. | 

the coast, but most particulaxly off Fokccn, where 
they are met, ten or twelve miles from the shore, 
by native junkB, who bring out dollars and Sycee 
silver In exchange. The arms of these vessels, 
nominally to protect them ag^nst pirates, arc often 
tamed upon the ChineBe authorities ; but it is onl^ 
justice to remark that these collisions were rai© 
until lately, aa, previously to the demonstrations at 
Canton, these ships frequently lay in the different; 
harbours along the coast disposing of their cargoe%, 
paying the mandarins a certain sum for their permit. 
There have been many different opinions amongati' 
ihe councillors of the court as to the best manne^j 
of checking the introduction of this drug ; some- 
have recommended severe, others mild measures. 
The former have prevailed, without having had 
the effect of decreasing, much less suppressing, the 
pernicious trade, and have brought the present 
Btate of turmoil and trouble upon the country. 

The memorial of Hea Natse, one of the 
rins who had formerly held office in Canton,' 
worthy of remark ; he enters into and admits th& 

• Vice-Pnudeat of the Sacrificial Cmitt. Vlile 
Rspoiti UD Cbioo, p. 1S6. 
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evils of the opium-trade, but nevertheless proposes 
to legalise its importation, for he sees the impossi- 
bility of entirely putting a stop to it ; and that, if 
continued to be carried on in its present illicit 
manner, " tt will occasion an oozing out of silver, 
whereby t/te fathomless gulf of the outer sea will 
soon be the receptacle for the easily exhaustible 
wealth of the central spring." As silver is the 
easiest, and at the same time least traceable, me- 
dium of trafiic, it is only in this exchange opium is 
sold ; and it is the dread of a paucity of the metal 
that has struck these Chinese statesmen, more than 
the harm it has inflicted upon the people. 

It seems doubtful from what mines the Chinese 
draw their silver, but, from all that has been ga- 
thered from missionary travellers, they appear 
to work them very rarely and to small purpose ; 
but they are known to possess quicksilver in 
abundance, and it must, at some future period, 
add greatly to the wealth of the country. 

In the cry, however, of an unnatural drain of 
silver from the empire, it seems to be forgotten that 
the precious metal may be that which was poured 
in by our predecessors, although, from its changed 
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appearance, people are led to imagine that it i» 
chiefly the pure Sycee silver of the country. Some 
undoubtedly is from that source j yet it is mor& 
than probable that by far the chief portion is the 
chopped dollars in a new form. 

When the dollar first comes into the posaession 
of a Chinese he gives it a stamp, or chop, thus ex- 
tracting a small portion of the metal ; receiving the 
same usage from each hand it passes through, it 
is reduced from its coinage-value to that of merely 
its weight. The possessor of this clipped money, 
finding the bulk inconvenient, melts it down into 
the form of Sycee silver," a species more easy to 
stow than if it was in the former coin, in which 
1000 drilled dollars m^ht not exceed the, value of 
200. 

It must be remembered that, until the invention 
of machinery lowered the cost of production, the 
China market was not accessible to articles of ap- 
parel, woollens, &c. ; and all teas and other goods 
were exchanged for European bullion ; so that, in 
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• The Syc*e ailier ii more valuable Ihan any otiier, on account of 
iu uiiitaiuiiig portions nf gold dust. It ia gtneioll; in the form of 
a coDoe, with a Blomp in tbc ixatrv. 



fact, tte present (so called) drain of silver .from 
China is bat the re-payment of a loan that has been 
long owing, or, more properly speaking, a return 
of money which we once possessed, in exchange 
for our present merchandise. 

The memorials of those councillors in favour of 
harsh measures require only to be read, and their 
fallacy is apparent. Tlie fact is plain to any one 
who is the least acquainted with the people, that to 
put an immediate stop to a custom which has taken 
such hold of them is impossible ; no measures, 
however severe, can entirely succeed ; thousanda 
are ready to risk their lives to procure the drug, 
and there are thousands who, firom long habit, 
would, if deprived of it, prefer to be in their 
graves. The naval strength of China is nothing, 
the officers of all ranks are open to bribery of 
the grossest description ; they are, therefore, un- 
prepared to carry into effect the harah measures 
proposed. On the other hand, the milder form 
would at once give the government the power of 
directing the course of the traffic, and be a source 
of wealth by the duties that would be imposed. 
But as long as an article is at bo false a value. 
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finding a ready market at 700 dollars, while the 
export cost is only 400 rupees, so long will there, 
be a sale, whatever means may be taken to sup- 
press it. The opening of the trade alone would 
bring it to a true valuation, and probably mer- 
chants would then find in other goods cargoes 
equally, or even more, valuable. 

Things had been in the most unsettled state 
for some time at Canton, when Lin, the High 
Commissioner, was appointed from the Court of 
Pekin to hold equal rank with the governor of 
the province Quantung, expressly for the piorpose 
of putting a stop to the opium-trade ; be came in- 
vested with full powers, and in the month of 
March, 1839, published his first edict,* 

The first serious disturbance between the 
chants at Canton and the authorities was owing 
the execution of a criminal in the public squi 
belonging to the foreigners. This tookplace on thf 
26th of January, 1839, and was followed, i 
after the arrival of the commiseion, by various 
of hostility. Firing on the British flag, violently 
detaining British ships, demanding for the 
• vide China Report, p. 350. 
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TRANSACTIONS AT CANTON. 13 

dental death of a Chinaman the life of a British 
subject ; these, with mimy other acts, all bearing 
the same character of insult, showed clearly that 
tbe High Commissioner Lin was prepared to go 
every length to obtain the end his appointment 
had in view. 

His next step was to demand that Mr. Dent 
should enter the city of Canton, and he published a 
chop declaring all the foreign merchants in that 
city prisoners, and demanding the whole of the 
opium in the possession of the British, as the only 
ransom of their liberty: there is no doubt, that in 
the demand made for Mr. Dent, it was the inten- 
tion of the Commissioner to keep that gentleman 
as a hostage for delivery of the drug. 

The Superintendent of Trade, immediately 
placing himself in his boat, went up to the town, 
as he plainly saw, that without some determination 
on bis part, the present crisis would lead to a total 
breach in the mercantile relations between the 
countries. 

Now, although we should admit opium to be con- 
traband, yet the proceedings of the Chinese govern- 
ment must be regarded as unwarrantable ; for it is 



14 COMMISSIONER LIN. 

contrary to all civilised laws that innocent perBoal 
should suffer for a traffic carried on by others 
It became Captain Elliot's duty, therefore, : 
protector of British interests, to throw himself (the 
servant of government) between the merchants and 
Chinese authorities. Besides, the right of 1 
Chineae to seise the bodies of British subjects, foif ■ 
at most only suspected smuggling, is not ackno* 
lodged by the English nation ;" the Chinese havi 
clearly the right to take the contraband articl* 
wherever they find it, but not the persons of tin 
supposed contrabandists. 

Immediately upon the Superintendent's 
the whole community were made close prisoner^ 
the servants and coolies being ordered to leave their ' 
masters, who were confined to their houses and sur- 
rounded by a mandarin guard. For seven weeks 
they were kept in this durance, although Captaini J 

* The Chinese Gnvenunent deniea n foreigner the heacfil of tl 
whole of tiieir law ; and it is upon tliis plea tlie Biitiah authoritiM' 
rerun Co ackuawletlge lU powei orpr British gubjecls, u n< 
ctmlil be expected from a. puliaJ adminlBtration^ but 1 believe I aj 
correcl in itating liiitt nn offer was made to render British subjeoto J 
nmenable to the Chinese lava should they be plncecl on eqnal te 
with ibe notiles. This offer waa aiuwered in the negBti»e 
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Elliot offered to the authoritiea to accompany them 
on board tlie vessels in the river, and, wherever the 
drug might be found, to acknowledge their right 
of seizure ; but they persisted in their course ; 
and he then felt that a crisis had arrived which 
imperatively called upon him to take such steps as, 
under the particular circumstances under which he 
was placed, the important interests at stake seemed 
to demand. The teas ready for departure were 
still in the harbour, the non-reception of which in 
England would cause a serious defalcation in the 
revenue ; and placed, as he was, at a distance from 
his own government, he saw that it was of the ut- 
most importance to gain time to receive answers to 
hia despatches. He therefore declared himself and 
the British subjects forcibly detained, and de- 
manded a delivery of the opium from the mer- 
chants for the use of her Majesty's government, 
which was given up a few days afterwards ; and 
it. is said that the drug was then destroyed at 
the mouth of the Bogue. This, however, ap- 
pears not to have been entirely the case, al- 
though some part of it no doubt was so, " to keep 
the face of the commissioner deoM." This supposi- 
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tion api>eara strengthened by the late increased de-- 
mand for Malwa opium, the drug delivered having' 
been chiefly from Patna and Benares, of which up-' 
war(^ of a year's consumption was surrendered. 
The present sale," being one chest of Patna and 
Benares to two of Malwa, (it having, previously to" 
the surrender of the opium, been generally the 
reverse,) gives the merchants of Macao the idea that- 
the market is already overstocked with their own; 
article, privately sold by the mandarins — a view of 
the subject that seems more than probable. 

These hostile measures on the part of China made 
it now evident to the British government that 
things could no longer be carried on with honour 
to the country or safety to our fellow-subjects, 
without its direct interference: It was therefore 
determined that a force should be prepared and 
despatched at the earliest opportunity to the scene 
of action. The whole squadron in the Indian seas 
was ordered to proceed to Singapore, and the Ad- 
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* A] B geooal weragt At jcatlj eiport uf teat from Chiua, for 
t lo thirty-fire miUiiiua. Tbe aisrage 
ai of the laat ihnc yean hu beeu about ttiiny-setfu 



17 



miial, the Hon, G. Elliot, who, on account of the 
death of Sir F. Maidand, was nominated his suc- 
cessor, was expected to meet the expedition at that 
point with a reiniforcement of vessels, some from 
the Cape, and othsrs sent out expressly from 
■ Bsgland for the service. 

' The moment appeared propitious for the British 
authorities, when backed by a sea and land force, to 
place our relations on a firmer and more advanta- 
geous footing than they hsid hitherto been. It 
was not merely to demand reparation for griev- 
ances, and payment for the property of British 
I subjects unlawfidly destroyed at Canton, but to 
I eatabhsh, if possible, what was thought even 
I fer more important — an opening of the trade at 
I the different ports along the coast, and to obtain 
F some guarantee against similar occurrences for the 
tfature. Although the disagreements at Macao and 
I Canton had been carried to a great extent, it was 
ratiU. a subject of congratulation that, owing to the 
I decision of Captain Elliot, tlie whole of the teas 
e sent home to England in the year 1830, the 
I greater portion of which were brought down to 
■ .Macao In American bottoms, or other ships bear- 
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ing foreign colours, and arrived safely in Eng*l 
land, to the amoimt of thirty-three miUiona ot.' 
pounds. 

The Governor General, Lord Auckland, was de- 
sired to prepare the land-force,* and the outfit of i 
the expedition was placed in his hands. The Pie- J 
nipotentiaries. Admiral and Captain Elliot, were I 
to comntunicate with his Lordship, as well as with 1 
the Home Government. In the mean time, as 
the Admiral had not arrived, the details of the 
expedition fell under the superintendence of Sir 
Gordon Bremer, Commodore, who arrived at Cal- 
cutta in the Wellesley, 74. The whole squadron' 
was expected to be in the Macao roads by the 
middle of June. | 

Lord Auckland, who was in the northern pro- 
vinces, reached the presidency of Bengal in thei ' 



• Earopean rfgimenti, 181b, TBth, 49tii, Bjid37tli; Madras io- 
fanlry, and Bengal rolunlcen; MaJraa aifillery, and aajiisn mid 
DiinerB. Sqiudron :— MelvlUe, Wellealey, BlenLeim, 74 ; Druid, 
Blniide,46-, Ciinway, Volsge, Alligator, Collinpe, Samarang, SB ; 
Pylades, MiHieate, Lame, Nlmrod, Hraclntb, Cmiaci, CDlumhlue, 
and Algurine, curvettes and brigs i Queen, Madagascar, Enlerptiae, 
and Afaklaala, ateamen. Tbe rmtuports were provided «acb with 
two guiu, and a Bix-paundei fur iLeir lonB-boala. 



begiimii^ of March, when preparations were im- 
mediately made for hastening the expedition. 

Twelve thousand tons of shipping were taken 
up at Bengal, the Commissariat were directed to 
provide provisions for nine months, additional 
stores were to he despatched from New South 
Wales, and the coal for the steamers was to be 
carried as ballast in the transports. A letter con- 
taining the demands of the British Government 
was received from England, to be forwarded by 
the plenipotentiaries to the Court of Pekin im- 
mediately on the arrival of the force at Canton, or 
at any other point that might seem a ikvourable 
spot for the transmission of a chop to the Chinese 
Government. 

It was expected that Colonel Oglaoder, of the 
26th Queen's Regiment, would have had the mili- 
tary command in this expedition, as it was the 
general opinion that Colonel Burrell, the senior 
of&cer, would be promoted in the looked-for 
brevet. 

The 2l8t of May was determined upon as the 
latest moment up to which the expedition could 
safely wait at Singapore for the Admiral ; aflcr 
L c2 
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which date they were to proceed to Canton i 
commence operations. 

Ah the months July, August, and September , 
are the worst in the year (typhoons generally 
taking place at that season), the great object was 
to get the expedition up the China Sea before 
any danger could arise of meeting with these 
awfiil hurricanes. 

One of the first points to be obtained was the J 
possession of an island as a dep6t for the troops and, 1 
commiasariat, which at some future day might 
aciswer as an establishment for trade. Attention. 
was at first directed to the island of Lanto, off the 
entrance of the Canton river, which was considered 
a good point (Tappui, should operations be carried 
on against that city and the forts of the Bocca 
Tigris, The Indian Government proposed,* that 
immediately upon the arrival of the expeditioi 
they should be battered and razed to the ground ; 
but the authorities on the spot took a different yi 

* Thia propoea] wa> (ubiequeatly oegatiTeil, ai the great ni 
ifac Government at home appeared to be to aave Hie efliinOD of blood 
nDlil all pacific n^iotiatiaiiB bad failed, and it vtas Ibeiefore dtferred 
In a futnre day, 



I 
I 



THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 21 

imagining that by their easy destruction their weak- 
ness would become apparent to the Chinese, and 
I fiiey Tvould be probably rebiiilt at a fature day with 
I 'greater care and more mischievous capabilities: 
the other hand, if they were taken possea- 
in of and held during hostilities, there would 
I thereby be something to return at a settlement of 
I ftfiairs, which would be received by them as a boon, 
rvhile the occupation of them by Chinese hands 
I could never be formidable to a British force. 

In all acts of hostility it was determined that 
I'tlie servants of the Government were to be the 
f object of attack, and the people were to be conci- 
iated wherever there was an opportunity; but 
I those who are at aU acquainted with a military 
T foTce, and with the wants and necessities of an 
F'army on active employment, and a country in a 
§«tate of resistance, must be aware of the difficulty 
woi carrying out such an idea. 

To many it appeared that, since it was at Can- 
ton that the injuries had been sustained by our 
rinerchants, the flag of England fired upon, the 
I -Queen's servant imprisoned, — it should be there 
L'tiiat the first lesson should he given, and the first 
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punishment inflicted. Others again thought that 
the island of Chusan, from its situation at the 
mouth of the Yeang-tse-kiang, and its consequent 
mercantile importance, was a better position from 
which to carry on operations. This great river 
may be called the main artery to the body of the 
Chinese empire, and the source of its interior 
wealth ; in extent and navigable facilities it is not 
surpassed by any in the world ; whilst from its 
bosom, not only the central part of China draws 
its existence and riches, but the traffic of the 
northern provinces likewise. It is connected with 
the Peiho by means of a canal, called the Im- 
perial, which wonderful work thus leads the 
central trade, and even the southern commerce, 
to the very north of China, pouring it into the 
navigable waters of that river at a town called 
Tcon-sing, not more than forty miles distant from 
Pekin ; whilst its southern mouth meets the 
Yeang-tse-kiang fifty miles below Nanking. The 
advantage of having a position at ite very mouth 
was evident ; Chusan was therefore decided upon 
aa the head-quarters for our military force. 

An obstinate nation, like the Chinese, require 



rapid and overpowering movements, at once to 
astonish and paralyse. " Talkee," their fevourite 
mode of expressing a parley, had been too long 
die system of our policy; and now the object was 
to gain our point by firmness and detemuna- 
lion,* 

After estabhshing a military position at Chu- 
Ban, the Commander-in-Chief was next to pro- 
ceed north to the mouth of the Peiho, accompanied 
by Captain EUiot, and thence to endeavour to 
obtain a conim.u.nication with the Court. 

It was the idea of many that the people of 
Fokien and Che-kiang were hostile to their Tartar 
f rulers; it seemed therefore desirable to cultivate 
I their friendship. One thing was certain (which 
afterwards had an opportunity of seeing), that 
f the people of the former province are the most 
I Bpeculating merchants and daring smugglers along 
the whole coast. The trade carried c 



* The wonk ficmncM and detcrminatiDi] da not imply rapine 
' anil bloodahed ; the [luhlic in general appear to blame the heada 
I of (he eipeditiuii for eiidenvoiiring to gain the ends of Guvemment 
I br conciliation initeotl of a wu, which, undertaken againtta nation 
a puerile in lliut ait, would lietter deierve the name of murder, 
t- and could certaintj add no lauielt to British tsIow. 
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these shores and the island of Formosa, in cotiJI 
ton, rice, sugar, &c. &c., is immense. On the I 
island itself ia a large settlement of Chinese, who J 
are at present in possession of the western side. 1 
A chain of mountains intersects this beautiful' I 
island, to the side of which, furthest from the 1 
mainland, the present encroachers have driven the M 
aborigines of the soil. I 

It may be unknown to some that many years- 1 
ago there was a British factory on the island ot-m 
Chusan, but it was found by the company, in ■ I 
whose hands it then was, an unprofitable concern j I 
for the Government increased their duties so 1 
much on the British imports, that the native I 
junks who bought their goods at Canton were I 
enabled to undersell the British merchant in hit ■ 
own ware. This was the reason why the factory M 
was closed : but the marks of its site are still to 
be seen on the western extremity of the suburbs. 
Whether, therefore, a profitable trade would e> 
be obtained on the coa^t by the possession of an i 
island, seems a matter of doubt; not that tihe ^ 
mandarins would apparently be hostile; on the 
contrary, they would probably seem to favour ua. 
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or, to use their own expression, c/tei-ish our mer- 
chants ; but if they determiDed again to place such 
high inland transit-duties on all articles bought 
ti'om foreigners that the people could not become 
purchasers, it would be a system difficult to coun- 
teract. 

On the other hand, it must be recollected that, 
since the invention of machinery, goods that were 
formerly inaccessible except to the wealthier classes, 
are now open to the most humble. Two him- 
dred years ago, nankeen and similar articles wer 
sold at much lower prices in China than British 
cottons could possibly be ; but this native manu- 
facture can neither have greatly increased or di- 
minished in cost for centuries, depending merely 
on the momentary price of labour, and years of 
scarcity or plenty; whilst the march of science 
has enabled European goods that formerly cdst 
ten dollars in England to be sold at the present 
day for two on the coast of China. 

Mandarins and people of wealth were neces- 
sarily then the only consumers, but now a new and 
numerous body, viz. the bulk of the population, would 
become purchasers ; for it is evident, when they can 



possess themHelves of an article similar and supe- 
rior to their own at a far cheaper rate, they will 
be driven into the market, while their energies 
must be turned into some other channel of em- 
ployment to obtain subsistence and the means 
of purchasing. Teas, raw and manufactured silks, 
would in all probability be shipped in exchange 
&oni the Clieldang, Fokien, and Keangnan coasts 
for woollens and broadcloths, thus lowering the 
price of tea and admitting a poorer class of con- 
sumers in England. Some of us, who had an op- 
portunity of visiting the northern provinces, saw 
what a ready mart woollens and warm clothing 
would be likely to meet with in a country liable 
to such changes of temperature. No possible 
average can be taken of what would be the de- 
mand; for the great loss of coasting-jtmks and the 
expense of inland carriage prevent the inhabitants 
from feeling the effect of our diminished prices ; 
but when it is taken into consideration that a 
quantity of European manufactures finds a sale on 
the west«m coast of South America, where there 
are but nine millions of people, equal to what is 
now sold on the coast of China, in which country 
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there are supposed to be three hundred millions, 
the supply in China must be very far short of the 
actual demand. 

If this argument is fair, an enormous increase 
in the consumption may naturally be expected ; 
and should the mandarins find out, as they no 
doubt would, that a profit is to be obtained by 
the monopoly of the trade ; perhaps at last their 
own interest will lead them in reality to en- 
courage what hitherto they have blindly driven 
away. 
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CHAPTER II. 



^ to Singapore — Malacca — lU aarnge inhahitanta, tlie Renuaa 
liogajiore — Abmidance of pine-appleB— An opium smoliing- 
se describfd^ — Progress of t)i<! expedldoti — Arrival at CliuBan. 

On the 8th of May, 1840, we sailed in the Con- 
way frigate from Calcutta, in which vessel the 
captain had kindly offered me a passage. Having 
heard much of the beauties of the Hooghly, I was 
disappointed, on the whole, in the scenery ; the 
banks from their lownesa were unvaried although 
rich, hut the foliage of the trees made the scene 
luxuriant. I can well understand the admiration 
of those who have been buffeting about for four 
months on the ocean, with nothing in sight but 
its. wide-spreading blue, when they first behold 
these verdant banks, after a long and dreary pas- 
sage from England ; but to the Eastern traveller 
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that bright unvaried colour soon palls upon thrf! 
Bight, and he longs for more rugged feature 
diversiiy tlie scenery. The steam-tug was not om 
sufficient power to tow us down the river, 
was accordingly sent backj and the following day^ 
another arrived to our rescue. At the mouth of J 
the Hooghly were many ships nearly dismasted, I 
and two of the transports, with two hundred of^ 
the Bengal volunteers, being quite dismantled, 
returning to refit. 

The winds were light and variable until the 1 
31st, when we made the land and entered the-l 
Straitfl of Singapore, running along by the coasts 
of Malacca. 

The richness of the scene extends even to the -1 
water's edge, where the bright trees of all descrip- 1 
tions dip their branches in the waves, and the "j 
sweet and spicy odours render fragrant the j 
from the neighbouring shore, whilst in the back- i 
ground runs a line of broken mountains, of which 'I 
Mount Ophir is the highest in the range. 

The colouring of the sky previously to and I 
during a thunder-storm is one of the grandest 4 
sights in these tropical climes; the cloud comei'^ 
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stealing along the heighte, until it bursts over 
head, not aa in more northern latitudes, but in 
sheets of flames of different hues, shooting their 
hrilhant and varied hghts through the surroimding 
firmament. 

Mount Ophir, from its name and gold-mines, 
gives a degree of interest to the traveller : in shape 
it resembles Mount Vesuvius, and for many miles 
at its base stretches a tract of forest inhabited by 
wild beasts, and men even more savage than the 
animals themselves. The town of Malacca stands 
upon a point of land projecting at the end of a 
bay, and from its situation and buildings forms 
a picturesque object from the sea. 

The mines in the mountains have at a distant 
period been worked upon a much larger scale 
than at present, the only people who now follow 
the trade being a few Chinese and Portuguese, 
upon whom the chiefs of the tribes levy a species 
of black-mail in return for the protection they af- 
ford. However, these chiefs are not able to de- 
fend them from the tribes that infest the jungle 
districts which they have to traverse, in order to 
bring their hard-earned gold to the coast; and 
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many are murdered on their journey, and hundre<$i 
robbed, bo that the traffic is one of great dangerB 
and uncertainty. 

If the stories related by residents of the habitft 
and customs of this nation be even founded oaS 
fact, the tales of the wild men of the woods are | 
scarcely exaggerated- 

A description of their habits, given me by a 
gentleman who was a long time a resident in thoJ 
country, and a traveller amongst the people, is s 
extraordinary as almost to exceed belief; but s 
it has been since repeated by others, whose i 
thority is likewise undoubted, I may venture ( 
record it. 

One of the tribes that infest the jungle, ancC 
are supposed to be the aborigines of the countryJ 
are the Benuas. They seldom come down into thffl 
more civilised parts of the continent unless caughta 
and forcibly detained. Their stature is rarelyJ 
above four feet four ; and when the children rcacli.1 
the age of manhood, they destroy their parents^^ 
to make way for their own generation, and thell 
skulls of their deceased parents are the only to«l 
kens that they keep to remind them of the authon 
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of their being and their unnatural fate. So far I 
believe there is truth in the stories ; and as the 
larger species of monkeys are found upon the 
island, although not the ourang-outang of Borneo, 
it has given rise to the many absurd tales that the 
invention or credulity of travellers has thrust 
upon the public. 

We made Singapore on the morning of the 27th- 
The entrance to the harbour is studded with 
islands of a conical shape, richly wooded to the 
water's edge, and covered with plantations of pinca 
to the summit; whilst the Malacca shore, as I be- 
fore attempted to describe, with its distant hills 
and heavy jungle, and the low blue line of the 
land of Sumatra, gives a variation to what, hut for 
the barrenness of the coast and the rocky ledges 
of the distant mountains, would be liable to the 
same imputation of palling upon the sight that 
Indian scenery certainly is open to- 

The Malay proha is seen to steal under the 
'erhangiug trees of the islands, shooting from 
Ihe bosom of one into the rich foliage of another : 
its long and graceful shape, with its twenty or 
thirty oars flashing in the moonlight, give it the 
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appearance of a spirit-bark gliding on the trso 
quil water. Woe betide the unwary or badly-J 
manned meichantman that falls into its clatch^ 
for here piracy still exists to a considerable i 
gree, although not to be compared to what it d 
some years since. 

The town of Singapore has not existed above J 
twenty years, yet already the trade is nearly eqm 
to that of Bombay : the place itself is small, ! 
was recently cut out of the jungle. On t 
at the foot of the hill where the governor residett^l 
are the bungaloes of the different merchants,-,! 
facing the sea. 

A feature that shows its late origin &om ihem 
wilds is the number of tigers that still roam« 
about the purlieus of the town, entering even theil 
gardens and compounds of the inhabitants, as if J 
loth to leave their ancient domains. 

The non-imposition of a light tax upon this bar- J 
hour seems a mistaie of the British govemmei 
The expenses of the straits are great, and ship. 
masters and merchants do not seem to considcoE 
that a small impost in the shape of harbour-dueB-^ 
would in any way affect the trade: at present,;! 
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those wbo derive the benefit and can afford to pay, 
pass free ; whilst the wretched inhabitant of the 
Boil is burdened with taxes that weigh him down 
fin poverty and misery. 

When we come to consider that the import- 
I trade in the official year 1838-9 into Singapore 
^amounted to 26,173,814 rupees,* and the exports 
r to 23,382,832 rupees jf whilst the tonnage state- 
P ments of the preceding 1837-8 show that no less 
r dian thirty-one vessels cleared out for England 
^ (done, average burden 315 tons, carrying mostly 
r valuable cargoes, the weight of gold-dust alone 
I being eight pekuls ; J it becomes evident that a 
r Tery slight tax would yield a large revenue to the 
I country, paying tbe expenses of the straits, and 
rxelieving the inhabitants, at present so wretched 
Pand depressed. 

In no part of her Majesty's dominions is there 

great a deficiency of females as in the island of 

1-' Singapore ; but it is to be hoped that a statement 

r «f the enlightened governor to the Bengal govem- 
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ment upon the subject will be attended to, and 
women shipped &om the Indian coasts to remedy 
the evil. 

The felons transported here are chiefly employed 
in the jungle, clearing away and cutting roa(b; 
and &om the severe and exccUeut management at 
Mr. Bonham, goTemor of the Straits, it is said tO' 
be fai superior to the penal settlements of New 
South Wales ; for here criminals are looked upon 
as such, and receive the punishment due to their 
offences. 

By far the largest portion of the population on 
the soil are Chinamen whose parents wandered! 
&om the Celestial Empire : these are the most' 
hard-working and indefatigable labourers, and ii 
laake and strength far superior to the darkei 
settlers from India and lands adjacent. At thi 
outskirts of the town they have established a 
bazaar, and built a jos-house or temple, which at 
the time of our first arrival was scarcely finished. 
Some of the carving of the woodwork in and 
around the building is beautifiil, and cut with 
great tast« and care ; but the huge unigainly 
figures of devils and dragons, which stand ia 
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threatening attitudes around the altars, give a 
grotesque appearance to a place of worship that 
is found in no other religion but the Buddhs. 
Placed between a blue and red devil, standing 
upwards of six feet high each, aits the figure of 
the Queen of Heaven, a gilded image richly 
dressed in embroidered China silks : this seemed 
to be the great object of dieir adoration ; whilst 
on a high carved altar in front were sticks of 
incense burning in little pots filled with earth. 

The exterior of the building was tiled with 
green and blue porcelain, and the edges of the 
I roofs ornamented with carving in the shape of 
I animals, monsters, and flowers; each gable end 
e curling upwards was deeply cut like the comice- 
l/work upon a Grecian pillar ; and the whole, from 
f iflie varied and gaudy colouring, and the high po- 
I fish, had a novel and pleasing effect to the eye. 
[ Since I have seen many of the houses and temples 
I ©f the Chinese, the paintings on the old china 
I imported into England struck me as the best de- 
lineation of the gbuildings and figures of these 
extraordinary people ; and it is wonderful how 
rect they are in the main features. 
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The boats are seen entering the harbour before I 
sunrise laden with pine-apples and other fruits ; 
the former, although not equal to those of the 
English hot-house, bear no comparison, from their 
superior flavour, with the same fruit of either 
East or West Indian growth. Here they are in | 
such abundance that captains of ships frequently ] 
piurchase them by boat-loads to scour their decks, I 
which, from the acidity they possess, they have the | 
property of whitening. But here, and here only in I 
its prime, is found the most delicious of all fruits, the I 
mangostein, which once tasted is never forgotten ; 
and often, on a sultry Eastern morning, the traveller J 
recollects the baskets of these cool and luscious | 
fruits that were here his morning meal. 

One of the objects at this place that I had the I 
curiosity to visit, was the opium-smoker in his I 
heaven ; and certaiidy it is a most fearfiil sight, I 
although perhaps not bo degrading to the eye a 
the drunkard from spirits, lowered to the level cf I 
the brute and wallowing in his filth. Tlie idiot I 
smile and death-like stupor however of the opium I 
debauchee haa something far more awfud to the gaze I 
than the bestiality of the latter. Pity, if possibly J 
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takes the place of other feelings, as we watch the 
faded cheek and haggard look of the being aban- 
doned to the power of the drug ; whilst disgust 
is uppermost at the sight of the human creatuie 
levelled to the beast by intoxication. 

One of the streets in the centre of the town is 
wholly devoted to the shops for the sale of this 

t poison; and here in the evening may be seen, 
ter the labours of the day are over, crowds of 

■'Chinese, who seek these places to satisfy their 

lidepraved appetites. 

The rooms where they sit and smoke are sur- 
lounded by wooden couches, with places for the 
3ad to rest upon, and generally a side room is 
devoted to gambling. The pipe is a reed of about 
an inch in diameter, and the aperture in the bowl 
for the admission of the opium is not larger than 
a pin's head. The drug is prepared with some 
kind of conserve, and a very small portion is suiB- 
cient to charge it, one or two whiffs being the 
utmost that can be inhaled from a single pipe, and 
the smoke is taken into the lungs as from the 
hookah in India, On a beginner, one or two 
pipes will have an effect, but an old stager will 

^continue smoking for hours. At the head of each 
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couch is placed a small lamp, as fire must be held 
to the drug during the process of iiihaJiiig ; and, 
from the difficulty of fillin g and properly lighting 
the pipe, there is generally a person who wait 
upon the smoker to perform the office. 

A few days of this fearful luxury, when taken- 
to excess, will give a pallid and haggard look to 
the face; and a few months, or even weeks, will 
change the strong and healthy man into httle 
better than an idiot skeleton. The pain they 
suffer when deprived of the drug, after kn 
habit, no language can explain; and it ia onlyi 
when to a certain degree under its influence that- 
their faculties are ahve. In the houses devoted to 
their ruin, these infatuated people may be seen at 
nine o'clock in the evening in all the difierent 
stages. Some entering half distracted to feed the 
craving appetite they had been obliged to sub- 
due during the day ; others laughing and talking 
wildly under the effects of a first pipe ; whilst the 
couches around are filled with their different 
occupants, who lie languid with an idiot smile 
upon their countenance, too much under the 
influence of the drug to care for passing events, 
and fast merging to the wished-for consumma- 
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tion. The lust scene in this tragic play is generally 
a room in the rear of the huilding, a species 
of dead-house, where lie stretched those who 
have passed into the state of bliss the opium- 
smoker madly seeks — an emblem of the long sleep 
to which he is blindly hurrying. 

During our stay at Singapore the seamen of the 
flag-ship Wellesley were exercised on shore, under 
the superintendence of the commanding officer. 
Captain Maitland, whose unwearied attention and 
military taste soon brought 330 sailors into a state 
of discipline, very Kttle, if at all, inferior to the 
best light-troopers in our service: in their skir- 
mishing, taking up ground, and covering, they 
reminded me of my old corps ; and, with green 
jackets on their backs, I feel sure any rifle-man 
might be proud of his recruits. 

The fleet sailed on the 30th, amounting in num- 
ber to twenty-four sail, having waited a longer 
period than directed for the arrival of the Admiral, 
who wae stiU absent; the command therefore re- 
mained in tbe hands of Commodore Sir Gordon 
Bremer. 

The expedition was shortly afterwards deprived 
of the valuable services of Colonel Colander, cont 
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mander of the 2Gth Cameronians. He had long 
been sufFering acutely from disease; and before 
the arrival of the troops on the China coast, this 
distinguished soldier sunk under the attack, re- 
gretted and esteemed by all as a talented officer__ 
and a gentleman. 

The flag-ship, accompanied by a corvette a 
steamer, entered the Macao roads, leaving the r 
mainder of the fleet outside until some deflnitiil 
arrangements had boon made with the Ju: 
Plenipotentiary, Captain EUiot. All were on t 
tiptoe of expectation, as it was anticipated 1 
the taking of the Bogue forts would be the prelm 
to active hostihties. To this, however, the opinioa 
from England were averse, and the first ardol 
was doomed to receive a severe check, when, i 
the 23rd of June, the Alligator was seen heari 
down to the Conway, and soon after the ! 
were hoisted to proceed north. Then a gloom £ 
upon all ; and those, who had been rejoicing in t 
expectation of the laurels to be gathered t 
battlements of the Bogue, now walked the deoj 
listlessly, unwilling and unable to conceal the4 
disappointment. 

This attack was therefore put off" for the a 
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and decision of the CommaDder-in- Chief, but a 
blockade was establiBhed at the taouth of the 
river- 
Having the honour to act as military secretary 
to the mission until the arrival of the Commander- 
in-Chief, by whom my appointment was ultimately 
confirmed, I proceeded on board the flag-ship at 
Buffalo's Nose, now the post of rendezvous, pre- 
viously to entering the harbour of Chusan. Two or 
three interpreters had been brought from Macao, 
among whom was Mr. Gutzlaff, the missionary, 
better known as the author of a voluminous work 
entitled China Opened, but whose lengthened 
labours require an appetite for the marvellous to 
digest. Dates and exact statements of finance, Sec, 
are difficult to be correctly obtained in any country, 
but more particularly in these fei Eastern lands; 
and it is not probable that a jealous race like the 
Chinese would permit a stranger to become so 
intimately acquainted with their internal policy. 
Thus the errors of the reverend gentleman seem 
to have arisen not from any intentional mis-state- 
ment, but from a guileless disposition, giving too 
easy a credence to the natives of the country he 
has opened. 
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On the 3nt! of July we came to anchor off the en- 
trance of Chusan, or rather amongst the group of 
islands, for they are thickly scattered, and what 
struck the eye waa the cultivation visible on 
every island; for laboui' appears here to have gone J 
hand in hand with nature to nurture her bouiidjH 
leBB gifts. ^^ 

When the tide ebbed we found ourselves an- 
chored amidst a forest of fishermen's nets, 
which covered the sea for many miles ; and the 
vessels of the poor fishermen Boon came along- 
side, with their owners in great tribulation at the 
unintentional havoc we had occasioned. ^^ 

Some of them came on hoard, and the intec^l 
preters proved themselves bad hands at th^ * 
functions, the patoit of the different provinces 
rendering the natives of one unintelligible to the 
otliers : however, as they were generally able to 
write, and no difference exists in the orthography, 
we were thus enabled to communicate. 

Two of them were taken as pilots, much to thel^| 
annoyance, and were dressed in seamen's clotheg io^ 
this appeared to please them, and, with their long 
tails and loud hciyaahs, they were a source of great 
amusement to the sailors. I'hey at first imagined' 
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we were merely merchantmen, never having 
heard of the disturbances in the south. Upon being 
questioned as to the mandarins and their force on 
the island, they assured us we should be treated 
by the former with great mercy and leniency, and 
perhaps be permitted to trade a little ; but upon 
being informed that we were going to take pos- 
session and •send away their officers, they raised 
their hands, exclaiming, ^^Pont-kung,Pont-kung** 
— cannot, cannot. 
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On the morning of the 3rd of July Captain 
Bethune went into the ihner harbour in a steamer 
to examine the passage ; he returned the same 
afternoon, and on the following day wo entered. 
The channel waa narrow, and as the steamer was 
to^ving us ahead between an island and rock she 
struct upon a sand-bank : the impetus of a seventy- 
four in motion woidd in another moment have 
smashed her to a thousand shivers ; and as wc 
looked &om the high poop upon what seemed the 
devoted steamer, no power appeared adequate to 
save her from immediate destruction ; luckily, 
howevOT, the Wellesley caught the ground for a 
moment herself, and the impetus was so much 
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lessened that, merely grazing the steamer*s side, 
she carried away her starboard paddle-box^ and 
shoved her still higher upon the bank. 

Entering this beautiful harbour — ^for beautiful it 
is, whatever those who are disgusted with it may 
affirm — the beach and heights near the sea ap- 
peared covered with a dense population. 

The suburbs run parallel to the water's edge, 
and form a wharf, along which was seen a forest 
of merchant-craft. On entering the harbour, eleven 
war-junks bore down to us ; but as we advanced 
they receded, taking up different positions^ and 
finally formed a line in firont of the merchant- 
junks to protect the shore firom an invasion. 

These rude vessels of war are easily distin- 
guished by their flaunting streamers, red-muzzled 
guns, and painted poops, and carry about fifty 
men each. 

To our right was a hill 200 feet in height, on 
the summit of which stands a jos-house or 
temple ; here the soldiers had taken up their 
position, and with the rudest fortification and 
slightest management, might have given ttff|K)me 
annoyance. 
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The troops upon this hill, at a moderate com- 
pntation, amomited to 800 men ; here there were 
six guns so laid that they could neither train nor 
level them. Along the wharfs in front of the 
subiirb were thirty other pieces of the same ma- 
terial, and a small martello tower on the left 
centre, mounting eight more. On this ground the 
troops might have numbered 60O; however, as 
there were crowds of inhabitants assisting in placing 
and fortifying the ramparts with grain-bags, it 
was difficult to say whether the real number of the 
mihtary was less or more. 

In the afternoon of the 4th of July 1 accom- 
panied Captain Fletcher, commander of her Ma- 
jesty's ship Wellesley, on board the Chinese ad- 
miral's junk, which we recognised by its more 
numerous pennons and three tigers' heads painted 
on the stem. Our orders were to summon the 
town and island to surrender within six hours. 

As we shoved alongside the admiral's junk, 
they ran their gangway guns outj but before 
they could make any preparation for resistance 
(if they had intended it) we jumped on board 
with our interpreter, and were surrounded by 
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swarms that seemed to gather from every crevice 
of the vessel ; and when it wa^ seen on shore that 
we were on board the junk, numbers waded off 
from the town. 

They showed not the slightest mark of hostility, 
but received us with great civiUty, informing us 
that the admiral was on shore, with the other great 
officers of the district ; but they had sent to ap- 
prise him of our arrival. During the visit they 
handed round tea, but not such as ladies in 
England would approve of, for the Chinese always 
drink it so weak that the water is barely tinged, 
and the leaves of the plant form a necessary part of 
the nauseous mixture. In the course of half an 
hour the Chumpin* and suite arrived; he was an , 
old man, and bore in his face the marks of opiimul 
he wore a red button in his cap, and the oth 
officers mounted blue and white, according ■ 
their different grades, these being the disti 
guishing marks of rank from the Emperor dowii.4 
wards. 



" Cbumpin or Admiral. He 
oavaJ governor uf all the district, 
iieighbciiring gruup. 
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"We opened the aumnioiiB, and they read it in 
our presence, and indeed before the assembled 
troop ; the deep groans and increasing pressure of 
the people warned us that we were amongst a 
hostile multitude ; and from that moment I have 
ever doubted the fiction, so industriously circulated 
throughout India, of the hatred and dislike of the 
natives in China to their Tartar rulers; for it 
appeared, as far as we had an opportunity of 
judging, to be without the slightest foundation. 

The summons addressed to the people stated 

that no injury was intended to them, but it was 

against their riders and their servants we had come 

to make war for their unjust acts. Of this they 

. seemed perfectly aware ; but they hated the in- 

I Tading barbarians more bitterly than their Tartar 

rulers; and their clenched hands and anxious faces 

I proved to ua how false was the idea that we were 

I come amongst a people 'who only waited for the 

[ standard of the foreigner to throw off a detested 

I and tyrant yoke. 

er some conversation they agreed to accom- 
t pany us to the flag-ship, and, upon our proposing 
Lto remain as hostages on board their junk, they 
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simultaQeously refused, and begged we 
take a seat in their boat to the Wellesley. 

All was here repeated to them to the same end 
as what they already knew; and the reason and 
purport of our present hostile movement on the 
place was explained. They complabted of the I 
hardship of being made answerable for wron^fl 
that we had received at Canton, and said, natu 
ally enough, " those are the people you shoul^V 
make war upon, and not upon us who nev^ 
injured you ; we see your strength, and know thatl 
opposition will be madness, but we must perfori 
our duty if we fall in bo doing." 

Sir Gordon Bremer entreated them to considi 
well before they attempted to defend what they* 
owned was impracticable : they promised to do soi,] 
and he gave them until the following morning tej 
confer and think over it. Their last words befo 
quitting the ship were, " If you do not hear £ 
us before sunrise, the consequences be upon o 
own heads." 

Whilst on hoard the vessel they showed n(&| 
marks of astonishment at her size or guns, excep) 
one man, whose fate I shall afterwards mentio) 
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and refused to take any refreshments during the 
conference, except some sweet wine, which they 
seemed to be well acquainted with. 

During the whole of that night the shore pre- 
sented a most beautiful spectacle, the billR around 
and suburbs appearing a moving mass of variegated 
light. In China no individual ever moves out at 
night without these painted lanterns, CEurying 
them in their hands, or on short bamboos. By 
their help we could perceive that crowds were 
busy throwing up some more of their wretched 
embankments, and placing gingalls and fresh guns 
in positian. 

The merchant-junks were faintly seen, through 

the shades of darkness, heaving up their heavy 

tnchors, and stealing silently through the fleet, 

I kdea half way up their masts with goods and 

lerchandise, and crowded with women and child- 

Kren; these were ^owed to pass without molesta- 

Ltion, although in their cargoes many a captain 

i uight have made his fortune. 

None can deny that every leniency was shown, 

md every endeavoui- made, compatible with his 

v^sition, by the Commodore commanding, to save 

I an effusion of the blood of these infatuated people. 
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In the first plac 



i they most justly obsei 



it seemed hard that they should be made to suffer 
for the sins of the Canton government, and we hai 
no injuries to revenge personaUy upon them ; h 
the second place, our force was numerically a 
much superior that they would lose nothing ij 
their own eyes by being defeated when victory oi 
their part was impossible ; thirdly, more was likel; 
to be gained at a spot which it was then hopei 
might prove at a future day an ehgihle seat for oa 
commerce, by conciliation, and gentle endeavour^ 
leaving no rankling reminiscences on the Tpi ndB fl 
the people. If a blow became necessary, it won]) 
have far more efiect, ii' struck at some point when 
the Chinese considered themselves most invulnei 
able, and where, therefore, it would become mor 
awakening to their vamty and self-opinion. 

However, it happened otherwise ; and the mom' 
ing of the 5th of July, 1 840, was the day fated 1 
her Majesty's flag to wave over the most beautiJ 
island appertaining to the Celestial Empire, t 
first European banner that has floated as conquei 
over the " Flowery Land." 

The dawn of day brought much the same sp* 
tacle as the preceding, excepting that a few gu 
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were mounted on the Jos-house hill, and the 
mandarins were seen actively employed running 
about along the wharf. Soon afterwards they 
were remarked to take their different stands with 
the troops, one among them with his party in the 
martello tower being particulaily conspicuous. The 
war-junks were drawn up and crowded with men. 
The British men-of-war were lying in line with 
their larboard broadsides towards the town, at a dis- 
tance of two hundred yards from the wharf and foot 
of the hill. They consisted of the Wellesley, 74 ; 
Conway and Alligator, 28 ; Cruiser and Algerine, 
1 8 ; and ten gun-brigs. At eight o'clock the signal 
was hoisted to prepare for action ; still, however, 
time was given by the Commodore, hoping to the 
E^t they would repent, and it was not until two 
o'clock that the troops left the transports in the 
lats of the squadron, and took up their position 
1 two lines in rear of the men-of-war, to land 
inder cover of the fire. At half-past two the 
■ Wellesley fired a gun at the martello tower : this 
( immediately returned by the whole line of 
tjiinks, and the guns on the causeway and the hill ; 
I the shipping opened their broadsides upon 
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the town, and the crashing of timber, falling houees, 
QQtl groans of men resounded from the shore. 
The firing lasted on our side for nine minutes, bi 
even after it had ceased a few shots were si 
heard from the unscathed junks. 

When the smoke cleared away 
presented itself to the eye, and on the place latel] 
alive with men, none but a few wounded were to 
be seen ; but crowds were visible in the distance 
flying in all directions. A few were distinguished 
carrying the wounded from the junks into 
town, and our friend the Chumpin was seen boi 
from bis vessel by a faithful few, having lost his 
leg in the action by a round shot. It is as well 
here to mention that he was taken to Ningpo, « 
tovra on the opposite island, and although honoi 
were heaped upon him for his gallant, but 
ing dtfence, he survived but a few days to w< 
them. 

Beibre the last shot was fired, the General an4>{ 
his staff left the Wellesley, the boats with 
troops following in their wake, cheering the mei 
of-war as they passed through, the sailors retumi 
the hurralis through the ports. 
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We landed on a deserted beach; a few dead 
bodies, bows and arrows, broken spears and guns, 
remitining the sole occupants of the field. 

The men arriving from the boats formed along 
the causeway in line, and the 18th advanced 
up the steps leading to the temple on the hiU. 
On reaching the summit we distinguished the 
inner town, which had not been visible from the 
shipping: it was situated in a hollow in rear of the 
mount, and the bird's-eye view was very pic- 
turesque. On the walls were seen the banners of 
the Chinese soldiery, whilst the men crowded 
along the ramparts, beating tlieir tomtoms and 
gongs, beckoning ns with their hands to the attack 
as the troops became visible to them on the hiU. 
They opened their wretched wall-pieces, which, 
from their construction, can neither traverse nor 
be depressed, and which, being charged with a bad 
description of powder, did no damage to the force. 

In the course of two hours from the time of leav- 
ing the ships, the Madras artiUery had four guns 
in position, and fired a few shells into the town ; 
the advanced picquets were posted, and tlie Cliinesc 
iired upon the reconnoitring jiarties from the walls 
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wherever they became visible. The evening began 
to close in, and the commanding officers were de- 
sired to seek covering for the men, asBrig.-Gen. 
BurreU had determined not to attack the town 
before the following morning. Until 10 o'clock 
that night the Chinese kept up a dropping fire, 
under cover of which they afterwards appeared to 
have deserted the town. 

During the evening the civil magistrate and 
some of bis officers were killed by our shells, aii(L 
the Governor drowned himself in a tank when IH^| 
cused of cowardice by his people. ^M 

On the following morning the desertion of the 
place became visible from the heights; and through 
the long vistas of the valleys thousands were , 
seen flying, carrying their goods and chat* 
along with them. The bridge across the oute 
ditch having been demolished the previous evei 
iug, the troops were brought to a mo 
halt ; the great gate of the town, too, was found % 
be bairicadoed, and the wall which surrounded t 
city to be of great strength. It was, howevt 
soon scaled, and in a few minutes the banner of 
England was floating over the Chinese ci^ of 
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Tinghai; the ramparts were found strewed with 
pikes, matchlocks, and a species of fire-rocket, 
arrow-headed; and on the parapets, packets of 
quick-lime were packed up, to hlind the eyes of 
the barbariaus had they endeavoured to mount 
the walla. 

A few of the staff entered the town, accompanied 
by an interpreter, to quiet the fears of tlie inhabit- 
ants, whilst the troops remained in position on the 
outer side of the fosse. 

The main street was nearly deserted, except 
here and there, where the frightened people were 
performing the kow-tow* as we passed. On most 
of the houses was placarded " Spare ouj lives ;" 
and on entering the jos-houses were seen men, 
women, and children, on their knees, burning in- 
cense to the gods ; and although protection was 
promised them, their dread appeared in no manner 
reheved. 

Many were posting down the back lanes into the 
country with their spoil, for we afterwards found 
the goods principally carried away were taken 

• A lalule iimctiMd from flii inferior lu a lupetior, kuccliiig aiid 
■trikiug tbe bead upon the ground. 
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by plundering natives, not by the legitimate 
owners. 

At last we came to the Chumpin's house : the 
gates leading to the entrance-yard were painted 
with huge ungainly figures, denoting, they said. 
Justice and Punishment. On one side was the 
Room of Justice, and thumbscrews and rattans were 
seen lying about. The path to the inner apart- 
ment, called the Hall of Ancestors, lay thi'ough an 
open court, round which were the offices of the 
government clerks. Some letters and papers half 
finished showed the haste with which they had 
evacuated the town. Passing through the court 
we entered a guardhouse, which led again to a 
trellised widk, at the south end of which was 
the hall. Here on the couches were the pi] 
half smoked, and the httle cups filled with 
untasted tea ; cloaks, mandarins' caps, and swords 
lay about in confusion. Following up our re- 
search we at last came to the apartments of the 
ladies : these rooms were curiously furnished, and 
strewed with clothes of all descriptions and for all 
purposes. Silks, fans, china, little shoes, crutches, 
and paint-pots — the articles of a Chinese lady's 
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toilette — lay tossed in a sad and telltale melee ; 
and many of these fairy shoes were appropriated 
by us as lawful Jmi.' 

Before siiniise that morning a fire had broken 
out in the suburbs where some of the regiments 
were quartered, and where the guns from the 
squadron on the previous day had done their chief 
havoc. At the hour it was first perceived the 
boats of the men-of-war were collecting with their 
seamen, to act as a reinfcrcem.ent in the attack on 
the town. They were immediately countermanded, 
and directed to land with fire-buckets to assist in 
extinguishing the flames. It was still dark ; and 
the large warehouses on the beach were stored with 
samahu, a composition something like whisky, 
and extracted from rice. The ammunition of 
the dismounted ordnance was scattered on the 
ground; and amidst the fallen ruins of the place 
the killed and wounded Chinese still lay stretched. 
The fire burst out in a sudden flame ; it soon 
communicated with some of the tubs of ammum- 
tion. which went off in loud explosions. The 

• A lieiigilee word fnr plunder, al whicb, by-tlie-bye, tliey are 
peculiai ulepli. 
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flBineB were then seen to leap along the tops of 
the houses containing the samshu; and these, 
blazing out in volumes of light, conununicated 
with one another, until all the shipping in the har- 
bour was illuminated with the blaze, the glare &om 
the spirits shedding its sickly light over the sol- 
diery and seamen, excited from the work of the 
previous evening (after their long and weary cap- 
tivity on board the ships), and the voices of the 
dying and wounded Chinese, mingling with the 
shouts of the captors, added not a little to tlon 
scene of tumult and discord. ^1 

Every endeavour had been made by the officers 
the previous evening to destroy the samshu, but 
it afterwards appeared the whole place was 
manufactory and flooded with the spirit. 

Some people imagine that the fire was oi 
sioned by the Chinese, but it seems far more pro- 
bable that it arose from the carelessness of the 
soldiery themselves. On board the Admiral's 
junk, to which we had borne the summons, were 
found five wounded men, who had been unable to 
make their escape with their comrades r the decks 
were covered with clotted blood, and the Admiral's 
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papers, bowls, and chopsticks* were still in hia 
cabin, where he had tidcen his last meal : two of the 
men were dead, and upon two of the others some 
medical men of the fleet had already performed 
amputation ; but the fifth, a young Mandarin who 
had accompanied the Admiral in the visit to 
the Wellesley, was writhing in agony ; and, seeing 
the operations that the doctors had performed, 
he pointed to his shattered Umbs, and clasping his 
hands implored them by signs to do something for 
his relief; but it was too desperate a case, and 
past all human remedy, so that in a few hours he 
breathed his last. This was the young man who 
had caused more interest on board the flag-ship 
than any of the rest, from the curiosity and frank- 
ness that he showed about everything. 

The town of Tinghai, or Tinghai-een, covers a 
large space of ground at the mouth of a valley or 
rather gorge : the neighbouring hills are clothed 
with wild shrubs, of which the tea-plant is the 
most predominant. The city lies embosomed in 
luxuriant paddy, except towards the rear, where a 

: Woty Bticlu, like Wliet' nWing-neerlles. which the; use 
d of *poofu uid Torki. 
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beautifiil hill commanda the whole town, di 
with clumps of fine trees, part of it being 
eluded within the wall, and the fortifications 
encircle the town. Two paved roads lead di 
to the suburbs on the shore, a distance of 
three-qunrters of a mile flanted on the left 
the Jos-honse hill. The buildings in and 
seem to consist of large warehouBCS belonging 
the merchants of the town, and are very 
venient for shipping, and landing their cargi 
Tinghai is surrounded by a wall, about sixti 
feet in thickness and twenty in height : there 
four gates, agreeing with the cardinal points of tile 
compass, traversed much in the form of Marhattah 
forte, the principal one being on the southei 
point facing the sea. The waUis surrounded 
canal, which acts as a ditch to the fortificat» 
except at the north-west angle. Tw^o powder-maga- 
zines, situated, the one on the southern and tba 
other on the eastern face, were found neatly packet 
and filled with ammimition. and with implt 
for &e manufacture of powder : on the walls wi 
mounted gingalls and cannon of various calibi 
but none exceeding a nine-poimder ; and wall-pii 
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with shifting breeches, each having eight or nine 
spare breeches attached to it, ready loaded. The 
streets are narrow, and many of the houses dry 
rubbed, and polished outside ; but the roofs are 
the most picturesque part of the buildings. Many 
of the respectable houses have pretty gardens 
attached to them, with a high wall shutting them 
out entirely from the town. The interior of some 
of the houses were found beautifully furnished and 
cai-ved ; one that is now inhabited by the governor, 
and believed to have been the property of a literary 
character was, when first opened, the wonder and 
admiration of all. The difierent apartments open 
round the centre court, which is neatly tiled ; the 
doors, window-irames, and pillars that support the 
pent-roof, are carved in the most chaste and deli- 
cate style, and the interior of the ceUiiig and 
wainscot are lined with &et-work, which it must 
have required the greatest nicety and care to have 
executed. The furniture was in the same keeping, 
denoting a degi'ee of taste the Chinese have not in 
general credit for with us. The bed-places in the 
sleeping apartments of the ladies were large dor- 
mitories, for they can hardly be called beds ; at 
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one comer of the room is a separate chamber, 
about eight feet square, and the same in height ; 
the exterior of this is usually painted red, i 
and gilt ; the entrauce is through a circular api 
ture, three feet in diameter, with sliding pannel 
in the interior is a couch of large proportions corerfl 
with a soft mat and thick curtains of mondai 
Bilk: the inside of the bed is polished andpaintfl 
and a little chair and table are the remain 
furniture of this extraordinary dormitory- 
Many of the puhKc buildings excited grtm 
astonishment among those iffho fancied they i 
in a half-harbarous country. Their public arsenal 
were found stocked with weapons of every descrip- 
tion, placed with the greatest neatness and rem 
larity in their different compartments ; the clotb 
for the soldiers were likewise ticketed, laheUc^ 
and packed in large presses j and the arrows, i 
from their size and strength drew particular atti 
tion, were carefully and separately arranged, 
each arsenal is attached a fire-engine s imil ar 1 
those used in our own country. 

The government pawnbroker's shop was alscn 
source of interest ; in it were found dresses s 
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articles of every kind, evidently things belonging to 
the upper as well as to the lower classes, for many of 
the fiirs here taken were of valuable descriptions ; 
each article had the owner's name attached, and 
the date of its being pawned : this is another of 
the plans of the local government for raising their 
supplies. In the treasury there was a sad deficit 
for the prize-agents, no bullion being discovered 
in the chests ; this, however, had been evidently 
cleared out by the government servants. 

The town is intersected with canals, which run 
at the back of many of the principal streets, there- 
by enabling the inhabitants to take their goods 
without trouble from their own doors to any part 
of the city, and thus communicate with the 
suburbs and port, with the greatest facility, by the 
I water-gate, which was blocked up at our first 



^P Some of the j OS -houses in this place, from what wc 
have seen and heard from others, are to be surpassed 
by none in China. In Lord Macartney's mission, 

tthe one at Macao is mentioned as the finest speci- 
men they saw in the whole touj ; but all those 
who have visited the principal ones at Tinghai 
\ 
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agree in their great superiority over the 1^ 
In the great temple, some of the figures in \ 
principal hall are upwai'ds of fifteen feet lug) 
handsomely wrought, standing in the cent^ 
on a lofty pedestal, while around the 
are small images of the same description : 
all sorts of grotesque attitudes. We i 
ticularly struck hy one, the figure of a w 
a child apparently issuing from her breast, and!l 
glory round her head. It seems difficult to sa^ 
from what this has arisen, unless from pictures of 
the Virgin, which the Chinese formerly obtained 
, from the Jesuit missionaries, and have thus t 
torted. A white elephant was likewise i 
subject of discussion, being hitherto known ( 
as a figure of worship ia Birmah and Sia 

Had the Chinese made a desperate resistai 
which they seemed inclined to do on the prei 
night, as their women were then in the town, t 
would have occasioned the troops some trouble ; but 
the capture by escalade of the hill, which would 
naturally have been the point of attack, would soon 
have given them into our hands ; and as escape 
would then have been impossible, the loss of life 
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amongst them must probably have been severe; this, 
however, they eluded by their timely retreat. Very 
few TFomen were found in any of the houses, 
although, as it afterwards appeared, whole families 
of Chinese were then residing in the town, locked 
up in their dwellings, and were not discovered 
until the ulterior occupation of the city by the 
troops for winter quarters. AH the women we 
saw here had the little feet, which to the south is 
generally the appendage of the higher orders, and 
made use of a crutch when walking. Many of the 
silks taken in the houses of mandarins and peo- 
ple of wealth were of the finest textures, and 
covered with magnificent embroideries. 

On the 7th of July Admiral Elliot was signalled 
as lying off the harbour, and on the following day 
he anchored in the outer gronnd. In attempting 
to enter the mouth of the narrow passage, where 
I mentioned that the "Wellesley came into colli- 
sion with the steamer, the Melville struck upon 
the rock, and it soon became evident that she had 
received serious damage ; the Admiral, therefore, 
anchoring her outside, came into the harbour in a 
steamer, and arrived on board the Wellesley, on 



which, as his own ship was obligetl to be hove 
down to refit, he shortly afterwards hoisted his 
Aug. 

General Oglander, who died on the passage, 
was buried on the 1 1th, as it had been the wish of 
his regiment that he should be interred on shore. 
The Chinese were convinced that he had been 
killed on the 5th, and reported to the government 
at Pekin that one of the barbarian eyes had died 
under the thunder of the Chinese wrath at the 
taking of Tinghai, and that they had knocked a 
great hole in the bottom of the barbarian vessel. 
Although this interment was from the best feelings 
of regard and respect, as the last mark that men 
can pay to the memory of their conunanding 
ofEcer, it would seem better in an expeditit 
this nature to have avoided it for poHtlcal rei 

The first act of Admiral Elliot was to place a 
close blockade upon the harbour of Ningpo, 
large city of great wealth and trade, situated on 
the main land opposite the island of Chusan. 
had, previously to his arrival, despatched Capt 
Boucher, in the Blonde, 46, to Amoy, a fiourisl 
city further south, on the Fokeen coast, to enc 
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vour, if possible, to deliver a letter to be forwarded 
to the court at Pekin by the authorities of the 
place. 

On arriving off that harbour he found a high 
hill strongly fortified, for China, and troops posted 
at different positions. On the same evening a 
boat was sent to the shore, bearing a flag of truce, 
rowed by four boys, with an officer and inter- 
preter. On approaching the land, the garrison, 
who were drawn up on the beach, fired upon the 
boat; the cre\v then pushed off, and endeavoured 
to expostulate at some distance, but with no efiect; 
as a last resoiu^e, they spread the painted chop 
they had taken ready prepared in case of difficul- 
ties, which set forth the reason of their arrival, 
and informed the people that their mandarins were 
misleading them, as the English came in friendly 
guise to deliver a letter for their sovereign — but, 
it was added, that as they had now broken aU 
pivilised law by filing on a flag that was held 

cred, they must take the consequences: the 
Udptain, however, being unwilling to harm the 
iativos not connected with the mandarins, the 

ttrison were here warned to escape before the 
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vessel opened Ker broadside upon the fort. 
ChineEC, in the mean time, opened a £re froi 
the fortifications upon the Blonde, which w* 
warmly returned by Captain Boucher, who noi 
endeavoured to give them a lesson for their pr( 
Bumption. The beach was soon vacated, i 
after firing for two hours and a half, the eveni 
became so dark that the Blonde was obhged i 
sheer off, having given them a severe chastise 
ment, although, from the great strength of 1 
masonry, unable totally to dismantle the fort 
cation. 

The Chinese are described by those engage 
here to have shown no want of personal course 
nor did it appear that any imputation could 1 
cast upon them at Chusan, where our force was a 
infinitely superior and their defences so utterl 
puerile. 

An endeavour of the same kind to forward 
letter was made at Ningpo, which met with 
more civilised reception, though equally bad sufl 
cess. Captain Bethen went inshore in his gig 
and was met by some mandarins, who invited hil 
to land, and showed every mark of civility, Tb 
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white flag was explained to be a sign of peace, and 
that, during the continoaiice of its being hoisted a 
cessation of hostilities existed ; it was moreover 
explained that to break the law, by firing on a 
flag of that description, was accounted a disgraceful 
and cowardly act by ail ci^-ilised nations. From 
that day, the diflferent communications have been 
always carried on in this manner between the two 
powers. 

The letter they at first took on shore, but re- 
turned it the next morning, as they said they dared 
not forward a chop of such a nature to the court ; but 
still their behaviour betokened none of the hosti- 
lity shown on the Fokeen coast, and the word 
barbarian was omitted, and honourable nation sub- 
stituted in its place. 

A few days afterwards, having accompanied the 
Admiral into the mouth of Ningpo harbour, we 
were much struck with its natural strength. The 
entrance hes between two hills, three and four 
hundred feet high : on the summit of the left was 
a small tower, and on the slope of the other were 
tlie tents of the soldiery. The town of Ching-bai is 
surrounded by a strong wall, but they have taken. 
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no advantage of the position. A line of junks 
had been sunk across the mouth of the river, and 
iiQother lay grappled athwart the entrance. ^m 

By the ISth of July things appeared a little inozi^| 
flourishing in the town of Tinghai; a few shops 
began to open, and if at that moment a promise 
could have been held out to the inhabitants of our 
ultimate tenure of the island, there is little doubt 
the results would have been more favourable ; but 
the people, who were making a harvest amonfi the 
troops, saw that, unless we could secure them 
against a return of the mandarins, they would 
^^L necessarily be the first persons pounced upon at 
^H the resumption of their power ; so that before the 

^H 25th of the month the place was more deserted 

^H than ever, and became a harbour for only villains 

^H and robbers. 

^H The houses were actually gutted by these natives ; 

^H the furniture, even to the door-posts, being carried 

^H away ; for the orders were strict that no Chinese 

^M was to he stopped at the gates, although carrying 

^U goods of any description. The mischief and loss 

^M of property thus perpetrated in broad daylight 

^1 before the eyes of the soldiers, was owing to a 

frl 



mistaken lenity, which thus enriched only thieves 
and plunderers, as the right owners and respect- 
able inhabitants had fled with their mandarins. 

A great misfortune to this expedition was the 
scarcity of interpreters, Mr. Morrison having only 
two assistants, Mr, Thoma and Dr. Gutzlaff, the 
former of ■whom was entirely taken up with pub- 
lic chops and other translations ; so that two only 
remained for the use of the troops on shore, and their 
duties were necessarily far more than two persons 
rere equal to perform. It is but justice to these 
[dented men to remark that, although they were 
;verely employed, their ready attention to 
die frequent calls upon their time was the admi- 
mtion of all those with whom they were required 
Q- operate. 

As I walked one evening during this period &om 
1 temple where I had been on duty with the 
jAdjutant-General, my path lay alongside a tank, 
, the border of which a sentry was posted to 
jrotect the magistrate's office. He had under bis 
sharge a Chinese prisoner seized for some slight 
Having passed on to the office, I re- 
Larked, on my return in an hour's time, the same 
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sentry looking anxiously in the water and his 
charge missing ; casting my eyes in the same 
direction, I saw a man's head and long tail float- 
ing in the tank, which was scarcely knee deep. 
The prisoner must haye been so terrified at the 
ordeal to be imdergone, that he sprung from the 
sentry's charge into the water ; and he, not conceiv- 
ing, to use his own expression, that the man would 
or could drown himself in a puddle, left him there 
to cool. — So determined and frightened, however, 
at the new barbarian lawgivers had the poor man 
been, that he must have held his head imder the 
water until life was totally extinct; for when 
taken out, although medical aid was immediately 
procured, not the slightest symptom of animation 
was apparent. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

L compradoTB carried off by fiie Chinese — Eipedition to recover 
hinK-Inlerior of [he ialand— Chinese graves— Chinese country 
house — Seimrc of guides— The bandit's house end wife^The 
bandit'f escape — Haraatiiig march — Disputed passage ofa bridge 
— Suffetiugs of the soldiers — Nighl seene on the coatt — A Cbineie 

A NATIVE compradore* who had been attached 
to the Conunissary's department, and had come 
from Canton, was carried away ou the 17th instant 
by the country people, when foraging in the inte- 
rior. For a week previous he had been of the most 
essential use to the troops, bringing supplies of 
cattle, and being a Chinaman he was Kkewise 
acquainted with the habits of the people, and was 
often employed by means of his Canton Englishf 
as an interpreter in default of a better. A 
butcher who had accompanied him into the 
country in the morning returned with the intel- 

t A jargon of Portugviese, English, and Chinnc. 
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ligence that he had been seized by mandi 
soldiers, and was carried away pig fashion uponl" 
pole. Immediately a body of men was placi 
under arms, and prepared to march to the rescue. 
During the time that elapsed I was endeavoi 
to obtain the services of an interpreter for 
party, and found a little Canton boy, one of 
money counters in the Pay-office ; and notwit 
standing his dread and horrorj and expostult 
of " Mandalee he catchee me," as he was the 
one to be found for this emergency, he 
taken. On my return, however, the officer 
whose charge the party was preparing had 
mitted the Tinghai butcher to escape, and 
all clue was lost to our unfortunate servaaj 
Had a proper guard been placed over him, much 
ulterior misfortune would probably have been 
avoided, as, had the Chinese failed in this 
first endeavour of the kind, there is little doi 
the signal punishment they would have received 
would have prevented any lite attempts. The 
only thing then left was to scour the island, 
two parties were sent out at different points 
the purpose. 
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1 the following morning, haring received or- 

i the Commander-in-Chief to accompany 

ird party to traverse the island, and proceed 

j-port town that was helieved, by the intelli- 

?nce gained from China maps, to be on the 

-rth-westem coast, I was directed to coimnuni- 

ite with the two parties of the previous day, 

who had been ordered to take different routes and 

rendezvous at that place. In case no inteUigence 

"luld be gained of the compradore, directions were 

iven to seize the most respectable of the inhabit- 

ints and heads of districts, and thus to gain if 

possible hostages for his safety. 

AVe started on the morning of the 18th at four 
o'clock, the paity consisting of an officer and forty 
men, accompanied by Mr. Thorns the interpreter, 
the some gentleman who was fired upon at Ningpo. 
The road or rather path was flagged with large 
square blocks of stone, of sufficient breadth to 
allow three persona to walk abreast. Through 
this town, and indeet ^ over the whole island, the 
! description ; and from 
what WQ^^^^^^H I of the tracts of the main 
%a the same model. 
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the same breadth. Lord Macartney, however, de- 
scribes the road leading from Pekin to Zehol, the 
emperor's Tartar palace, as remarkable for ^| 
great width, but what we had an opportunity i 
seeing were certainly not royal roads. 

After traversing for some miles a lu] 
sea of paddy-fields, the way wound up the s 
of the mountains, through a lonely pass : 
path here was cut into easy flights of steps, ; 
these passages, which ai-e numerous through t 
whole island, are all formed in the same mannei 

The surrounding hills were covered with I 
tea-plant, cotton, dwarf oak, and i 
arbutus, rich with its red finiits ; whilst thfi| 
lofty summits towered on high, clad in 
bright green pasture. The long valleys 
from the ascent stretched from the mouths of ti 
different ravines, some lost in the many v 
in the hills, whilst others again swept doi 
to the sea-shore, laden with their luxuriant crops 
of rice, bending to the morning breeze ; and far 
away over the curious buildings of Tinghai the 
British fleet lay anchored on the sleeping wat 
Here and there, as if diopped at random i 



81 



the sides of the hills, were clumps of fine trees ; 
and peeping through their thick foliage, the roofs 
of houses and temples diversified the scene. 
Amongst many of the beaudfiil groves of trees 
which here invite the wanderer to repose, spots 
are selected as the resting-places of mortality; 
and gazing on these tranquil scenes, where the 
^_ sweet clematis and fragrant flowers help to de- 
^■'ttorate the last home of man, the most careless eye 
cannot fail to mark the beauties of the grave. 

It is still a matter of doubt whether the Chinese 
do not carry their veneration of the dead to the 
point of adoration j and some centuries ago the 
Jesuits, the first missionary labourers in this 

Ifeountry, finding it impossihle to freeze up the 
llvarm affections felt upon this point, turned it 
Into their own channel by inculcating the prayers 
mi the dead upon their proselytes. This, how- 
BVer, the Church of Home at that period did not 
approve of; and it was one of the first reasons for 
the admission of other orders to assist them in 
their apostolic duties, which afterwards led to the 
many diflerences in doctrine amongst Catholic 
missionarieB in China. 



The natives of this island do not inter their 
dead as in the southern proTinces ; but the corpse 
is placed upon the ground in a wooden coi 
covered with a lid, easily removed, highly polis] 
round which the wild flowers and creepers blossom'. 
In most of the houses we entered on the island, 
these large boxes were the first article that met the 
eye in the entrance-chamber. In the tenanted 
graves which curiosity induced us to open, the 
body appeared dressed as in life, the pipe and 
tobacco lay on the breast, and loaves and rice at 
the unconscious head. 

As we advanced on onr march the neighbouring 
hiUfl were clustered with people, who had fled 
firom the villages at our approach ; and in the 
course of the morning, having fallen in with one 
of the parties of the previous evening, who had 
bivouacked for the past night in a temple, we 
termined to halt for a few hours, to rest the wei 
men, some of whom, from the excessive heat 
disease, had been obliged to return. Two doj 
fowls were soon seized and plucked, and in a fe 
moments were cooking on the fire for the men^ 
broth. 
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The officer coTnmanding (he party had gained 
no intelligence of our lost compradore ; but during 
the men's breakfast we walked on to some of the 
neighbouring houses. They were all deserted 
except one, which appeared to belong to the head 
man of the district ; it was buried in a grove of 
palm and citron trees, and other sbruba unknown 
to us ; and surrounded by a garden where the 
Cape jessamine and other sweet flowers perfumed 
the neighbourhood. 

The building was a good specimen of their coun- 
try dwellings : on entering through a large wooden 
I gateway we found a yard or court, surrounded 
On two sides by different out-houses serving as 
granaries and places to dry fruit, whilst the 
lemaining sides were the apartments of the family 
mdtbe Hall of Ancestors, a room used in common 
■by all the members of the household. The reason 
*f the large size of these farm-houses is obvious, 
when it is taken into consideration that they gene- 
rally contain a father, mother, sons, their wives 
and children. The front of the Hall of Ancestors 
was prettily trellised over, and rested on pillars 
dry rubbed and carved ; the interior of this large 
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room was surrounded with matted sofas ; and little 
tables stood in the centre, on which were placed 
the tea-cups and pipes. Under the projecting 
roof was seated a venerable man, with a long 
whitfi beard betokening him to be a grand- 
father, for they never permit its growth until that 
period. The rest appeared to have fled ; and he 
looked 60 lonely and desolate, with the tears 
streaming down his withered face, that, although, 
from a circumstance mentioned by the interpreter, 
we were convinced that the compradorc had been 
taken in the neighborhood of the village, we 
conld not find it in our hearts to capture this 
patriarch, although he proved to be the elder 
of the district, and acknowledged having heard 
the people carrying off the man the previous 
morning. As his information, however, went no 
further, we returned to the temple ; and having 
left instructions with the officer what course to 
pursue, I pushed on again with my party. Still 
the heat was intense, and as the men kept con- 
tinually falling out from its effects, we determined_ 
to surround a village and procure coolies 
the packs. 
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Swerving a little from the road we were follow- 
ing, which led through a thick grove, hiding ua 
from the Chinese scouts, who were watching from 
every height our advance, we pushed forward half 
the party with the officer, whilst the rest of the 
body retraced their steps, as it seemed likely that 
the people would have returned to the villages in 
the rear, through which we had already passed, 
thinking themselvee secure for the present from 
another visitation ; while, on the other hand, our 
advance was so rapidly communicated to those in 
front by signals on the hills, that on our arrival the 
places were already deserted. 

Placing a cordon in the thick bamboo and low 
jungle, we directed the men on a concerted signal 
to rush in and fire their pieces in the air, so as to 
confuse the inhabitants j otherwise we knew from 
previous endeavours that they would be sure to 
elude UB in the dykes or intricate paths. The 
plan succeeded to admiration, and we seized a 
sufficient number for our purpose, some of whom 
were found hid in thS large earthen pots always 
t the rear of Chinese houses for catching rain- 



A small party had taken up a position in 3 
neighbouring temple, armed merely with their 
implements of agriculture : with these we held a 
pailey through the interpreter, who told them 
that we had no injurious intentions, but that, ; 
they chose to fly from us, we were obliged to n 
force to show them our purposes were a 
and that we required the services of the men we 
had taken, but would repay them for their labour. 

During the conversation two little children stole 
out of one of the houses, and although they wa: 
at first terrified by the strangers, I succeeded il 
tempting one, a very pretty child, to play with a 
gay cap I wore on my head. A few quarter-dollars 
soon made us great friends; and the peop!e,BeeiB 
we were not the bloody-minded barbarians t 
expected, became as troublesome from their c 
riosity and familiarity as they had formerly been 
coy. No part of our dress was left untouched, and 
our hands were examined, by which they appeal 
to judge of our situations in life. 

At length we took our departure with the caj^ 
tive band, who were no longer unwilling to worlt^ 
we soon overtook the rest of the party. 
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taving slung the packs on bamboos, placed the 

Chinese in the centre. This may seem at first a 
sumiaary method of proceeding, but it was not 
more than necessity compelled us to do ; being in 
the heart of a hostile multitude, it was impossible 
for US to leave in the rear single men, who from 
the weight of their packs were unable to keep up ; 
and the diiferent roads had become so numerous 
that all chance of keeping the right path was 

»lDBt, unless we obtained a native of the island as 
■ guide. 
Our halting-places were generally in the tem- 
ples, and the village supplied us with provisions. 
The Chinese, so far as these jos-honses are con- 
cerned, show very little respect for their religion. 
Amongst themselves they put them to the same 
purpose as we did for our troops, and mandarins 
and travellers of all descriptions use them as cara- 
vanseries on their journeys; the mandarins, in- 
deed, if their rank is superior to the jos's as a 
god, place the latter outside the building during 
P their sojourn. 

I On the third evening we reached a small town 
ried in a thick wood, the entrance to which was 
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over a curious bridge, formed, like moat of those 
in Tinghai, of three blocks of stone or rather alahe, 
the centre piece lying parallel to the water, whilst 
the one on each aide slants upwards from the 
bank, resting at one end on the lajid, and at the 
other dovetailed into the centre stone. These are 
often seen fourteen feet long by four or fire in 
breadth ; how they manage to place them in the 
position seems extraordinary, as no machinery for 
the purpose has been found, and they say it 
done merely by manual labour. 

On this bridge we were met by five respectal 
old gentlemen) dressed in white : they came 
ward, and, bowing respectfully, begged to km 
what was our demand, and why we were thi 
wanderii^ through the country ? They informed 
us that they were the elders of the district, and 
invited us into the jos-house, where refreshments 
would be brought, and we could then " diligenil'j 
investigate.'" Having left the soldiers at the 
trance of the place, Mr. Thorns, the interpret 
and myself proceeded to the temple: our err) 
was soon told, and after a long consultation amoi 
themselves, one of them came forward and offe 
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THE BANDITS HOUSE. P;> 

to lead us to the house of the chief of the band 
who had taken prisoner our man; but on con- 
dition that the soldiers should be left in the vil- 
lage whilst we should accompany a party of vil- 
lagers to surround the house ; to this we agreed, 
leaving directions with the officer, in case he heard 
firing, to make the best of his way to our assist- 

Having loaded oiir fire-arms in case of emergency 
or guile on their parts, we accompanied our new- 
found allies, and proceeded to the robber's den, as 
they called it. It appeared that the owner had 
been a noted bandit, and was imprisoned at the 
time of our capture of Tinghai for his evil deeds, 
knd released the evening of the flight of the man- 
. ; his present exploit having been planned to 
favour with the government of Ningpo. 
We surrounded and entered the house, but the 
'd was flown ; and, although in the search pots 
id pans were not forgotten, there appeared no 
IB of the thief: however, in one of the beds a 
iman was discovered in a burning fever, from 
rhich at this time the natives were sufliering se- 
:ely. This lady was the bandit's bride; she 
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would however give no account of her husl 
and declared he had heen absent for two days. 
The natives urged our taking her as a hostage, 
but it did not agree with our English ideas to hurt 
the gentle sex. However, this is the course thft. 
mandarins pursue, and the whole family is mat 
responsible for the crime of the culprit if 
not forthcoming : this is the great hold they hai 
on the people, and they often carry it to the mt 
unjust and cruel lengths. 

Whilst I was parleying by signs with the lady, 
heard the sounds of a terrible scuffle in the up] 
apartments, and found that it was occasioned 
the interpreter, who, while busUy employed in ii 
vestigating the garrets, had stumbled over 
bundle of rice-straw, from under which 
jumped up, and after a severe struggle had mi 
his exit by the window, out of which the formt 
gentleman was now anxiously looking for his reaj 
pearance, to take a shot at the fugitive ; 
immediately followed on the trail, but he dodg< 
and we lost him. 

Having thus failed in our object, the only 
left was to take the principal inhabitants of 
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village, and burn the house : the former was ac- 
cordingly done, but the house, in consideration of 
the lady, whose removal would have been danger- 
ous, we left standing. On the following day we 
arrived at the sea-port on the coast; but the men 
had nearly all been so severely attacked by agues 
and dysentery, from the malaria of the paddy- 
grounds, that how to get them back became a 
matter of consideration. Fortunately the next 
morning a steamer came in with the second 
plenipotentiary on board, having been sent round 
for the purpose of stopping the junks between the 
id and the main land. 
We had, however, another day's journey to 
take, to seize the heads of a suspected place, about 
nine miles distant along the coast. 

The terrible heat rendered this march most 
haraaHing : omi party was now increased, by the 
party that had joined m at the sea-port, to fifty 
Dten, but in a few hours, more than half fell out 
^'£com weakness and disease, and were obliged to 
stum. In the place to which we were ordered 
■were said to be some mandarin soldiers, so that 
I oar present strength was small in case of resistance. 
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Aa we advanced, scouts were seen scouring along 
tlie hillE, who had been witnesses to t^e havoc 
sickness had aheady caused amongst the : 
party ; and when we came within sight of 1 
town it seemed crowded with people 
surrounded by a low wall, which they lined. 
We made signs to them that we had no hostile m- 
tention, but took care to leave a party in rew 
behind a thicket, whilst we entered with the i 
mainder. The only way to take hold of the pri 
cipal men was, we knew, to get them into a parley ; 
so, having begged some of the rabble to inform the 
elders that we were waiting for an interview, ^ 
entered an apothecary's shop, where they i 
plasters of all descriptions ; and the doctors who 
generally reside in them, being a superior class of 
people, make them a favourite resort for idlers. 
Here we sat down, and in a short time two of fl 
principal men arrived. After some conversati 
we beckoned to the soldiers to surround the door, 
and the interpreter, placing his arm in one of 
theirs, and myself in the other, told them 1 
the Tagchune* at Tinghai required their presem 

■ Tagchuiie— literally, pui m 
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They at first resisted our Boft persuasions, but 
hearing the noise of the soldiers fixing bayonets, 
they thought it best to comply. As our party 
was weak, and the people had collected in the 
streets to many hundreds, it was a moment of con- 
siderable suspense ; for the mob frequently 
attempted to press in, though still kept at a dis- 
tance by the soldiers' bayonets. At the end of 
the town was a narrow bridge, which required to 
be passed in single file ; here, as had seemed most 
probable from the demonstration, they made a 
stand. It would have been foUy to have advanced 
acroBS the bridge as long as there was no spot on 
the opposite side to make a stand upon, and the 
only feasible plan was to endeavour to clear our 
front. We had bound the prisoners with our hand- 
kerchiefs to our wrists, in case in the scuffle they 
should escape, and the interpreter, addressing the 
people, told them that no injury was intended to 
the men iu our possession, but that one of our 
people had been carried off by some inhabitants of 
the district, and these were the guarantees we 
lould keep for his safety; that their rescuing the 
risoners alive was quite impossible ; they were 
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therefore advised to clear a way, or the coi 
quences must fall upon themselves. 

Having left some of the soldiers on the bant" 
to act aa a covering party, the remainder advanced 
in single file, but before the leading file had placed, 
his foot on the second flag, the Chinese made< 
msh for the entrance of the bridge, whei 
volley from the covering party the whole mass 
in another moment were scampering over the hills. 
This speaks but badly for Chinese courage ; but 
it must be recollected that they had never seen a 
fire-arm but of the most wretched description, and 
had never known what it was to oppose a regular 
force. The worst weapon to them was the long 
whip of the mandarin poHce ; the few soldiers also 
that might have been seen amongst the crowd had 
no leaders to direct them. 

In the course of that night we arrived again on 
the coast, and found that the steamer was waiting 
to cany us off. One wounded Chinaman, a pri- 
soner who had attempted to escape, had both his 
legs shot through by a musket-ball; and the 
tenderness of the wearied soldiers in carrj-ing him 
deserves the greatest credit. 
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From five o'clock that moming, these brave 
fellows, bowed down by the enervating effects 
of a disease the most haraestng that man can be 
subjected to, showed that their courage, though 
not called out in the active manner of their fore- 
fathers, was yet equal to it in its untiring and 
undaunted ardour. Through that long night, 
(the path having been mistaken in the dark- 
ness,) still suffering from the effects of the day's 
heat, which is nowhere in India more terrible than 
here, without one morsel to eat, they bore the 
wounded man over the high and craggy rocks, 
and down their steep sides for many miles, with- 
out a murmur, until past midnight ; and this is the 
power of endurance which raises the British soldier 
to his proud pre-eminence amongst the armies of 
Europe. 

The whole length of this coast is deeply in- 
dented with bays running up amongst the project- 
ing rocks, which, from their sudden and precipitous 
formation, shut out the near approach to the sea. 
It was along these chffs that the little band had 
to maKe their midnight scramble. Breaking into 
parlies of tliree or four, they each sought their 
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own path to where the expected boata were 
posed to be waiting ; and in a few hours each 
had its occupants, who had straggled down to 
the strand and become too fatigued to proceed 
farther. Then began the shouting ; and the firii^ 
ran all along the line of coast as each party 
deavoured to direct the boats to its own positii 
It resembled more the embarkation of a roi 
force than an embarkation of the conquerors 
the country. While we were pushing off froi 
the shore in a captured boat, the flashes of mus- 
ketry from the different coves, and here and there 
single shots from the brow of the cliffs, spread a 
momentary glare over the craggy scene, making 
visible for an instant the descending soldiers 
their naval comrades perched like tired 
along the rocks ; and louder than the beating of 
wild surf fell the voices of the captains and 
tary officers, re-echoed by the halloos of seamt 
and soldiers. Had the Chinese but made an effort 
to take their revenge on us during this midnight 
embarkation, they might, from their knowledge 
the different paths, have had a fair opportunity 
cutting us off in detail; but at this time 



iring_ 

tlQ^H 

m 

froiB^ 

muB- 

tere 

ddng 
mi^H 



seemed so completely paralysed by the blow that 
had beenjust struck, that no such thoughts entered 
their heads. 

At last we trod safe on board the steamer, and 
found our Chinese prisoners already secured, 
having despatched them with a fresh guard on our 
arrival on the coast. The wounded man was put 
under the surgeon's care ; and in the course of a 
month he was so far recovered as to be able to 
return to his friends. Very little information 
was gained from these people that could lead 
to the discovery of those imphcatcd in the com- 
pradore's abduction; but they aU agreed in 
charging the robber as the chief culprit. 
^L In the passage to Tinghai we passed by Fou- 
^BPi a small island within musket -shot of Chusan : 
^his is a curious spot, not only from its natural 
beauties, which are very great, and thought by 
those who had been at Cintra to resemble it, with 
its rocky stairs winding along the sides of the 
hitlB, clothed with citron and other trees, but 
also on account of its being the Mecca of the 
Chinese religion, to which the worshippers of 
Budli make frequent pilgrimages, somewhat in 
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the style of tte Mussulman Hadji. It p 
large temple, or rather a number of templesj buried 
in the rocks and jungle ; more curious and pictu- 
resque, however, from their situation, than from 
any great magnificence in the structure. Attached 
to it is a monastery, containing some fifty priests, 
who seemed proud of their possession, and anxious 
that visitors should admire it. The old father of 
this monastery was upwards of eighty years of age : 
Uiey all complained of a great scarcity of food, as 
their hvelihood consists in the offerings to the 
gods presented by the worshippers to the temple, 
and these, during the late troubles, had been 
differently employed. It was agreed at the time 
that something should be done to endeavour to 
minister to their relief; but some weeks afterwards 
other parties of military visiting the same place, 
found that starvation had driven many from their 
hold, and the poor old father was fast travelling 
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CHAPTER V. 

Kxpeditiou to the Gulf of Pec)iele« — PiraWjunka — IjuidingU llie 
mouth of the Peiho— The Chinese Camminiutier, Rca'^en— Pr, 
or Caplun White — Maochoo Tutai;-^ Value uf brau butloni — 
Brt at the moulh of the Peiho — Meaus of accas to Pekin — In- 
terview with the Chioew ConitDisgianet— Polished mannen of 
the Chineie — Kea'shen deicrihed — An enteitainment— The Tartar 
bodjr-piatd— " The bad busin™ "—Stole of the ChineK Emjute 
—Great wall of Chiua— Result of the ™nfetence— Policy of 
Kea'dien — A Mandarin's appetite. 

■ JtrLY 28th, ^Sailed from CLuBan the Wellesley, 
I Pylades, Blonde, Volagc, and Modeste, one 
I Bteamer, Madagascar, and ten transports with 
, destined for the mouth of the Peiho. 
■fio little, however, was expected to be gained from 
r'thJB expedition, that the policy of proceeding north 
I was questioned by many who proposed that ope- 
^ xations should immediately be undertaken against 
Ningpo for the recovery of the compradore, to 
Lwhich place he had been traced. 

Sir Gordon Bremer was left at Chusan in chief 
Muimand with the rest of the squadron, amongst 
h2 
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wLich was the Melville preparing to heave doyf^ 
to refit. 

During our passage the Pylades corvette, Caj 
tain Ansou, iell in with three pirate junks, 
not being aware of their character, sent two of 
boats to hoard one. As soon as theyranged alt 
side, upwards of one hundi'ed men started up, ■ 
had hitherto kept themselves concealed, and com- 
menced firing and hurling speai-s and stinkpots 
upon the crews of the boats. Our men inunediatelj 
shoved off a short distance, and pouring in soi 
well-directed volleys killed more than half of 
number, and the remainder jumped overboard 
made for the shore, which many wercnever destim 
to reach in their wounded state. The junk was therf^ 
burnt and set adrifl:, but the Pylades was unable to 
come up with the remaining two, with whom she 
had no chance while they were running before 
wind. However, in this affair she had two mt 
killed and five others wounded. These junks, and' 
the men-of-war, carry nets along the quarter, to 
throw over small boats that may come alongside 
in a milee, which, if done effectually, renders 
an easy prey. On the 8th of August we pi 
the Quesan group, where appeared no want 
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fresh provisions, for some of the islands were 
black with cattle grazing on the hill-tops. 

The features of the main-land had here under- 
gone a great change : the mountains were sdll high, 
but a southern climate no longer dressed them in 
its rich foliage. The aides of the hills, however, 
seemed to afford rich pasture-land, and flocks of 
sheep and goats were thickly scattered over them. 
The summits we covdd discern plainly through our 
glasses covered with people gazing on the bar- 
barian vessels, and the fire-ships (the name they 
gave the steamers) must have added not a little to 
their astonishment. On the lOth we anchored 
eleven miles off the mouth of the Peiho, and on 
the following day an officer entered the river ac- 
companied by four boats to deliver a chop, to the 
first officer he came across, for the local authori- 

^^B The coast has here a wretched appearance, 

being low and flat, and is not visible five miles 

from the shore ; at the entrance of the river are 

two small forts, and on our first arrival one of 

^■fcem, on the left bank, was quite dismantled, hut 

^Hbug before we parted company the Chinese had 

^Reorganised their whole fortifications, and were 
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even at this time perceptible from the boats hai 
at work in the entrenchments. 

Oq the boats touching the shore, the 
darins hurried off, splashing through the waterjl 
with the mud spattered up to the knees of their ^ 
silk hoots. The object of their haste was to beg that 
the party would approach no closer in-shore, and 
likewise to bring the intelligence that the higKj 
Mandarin Kea'shen, governor of the province 6 
Pechelee and third member of the cabinet at Peki 
was then at Tarkou, a town four miles from t 
mouth of the river, where it appeared that he bai 
been waiting the arrival of the expedition for som 
days, having been despatched by command of t 
Emperor to meet the British mission at this point. 
This plainly showed that, although the mandarins 
at Ningpo refused our request to forward the 
chop given in then by captain Bethune, whid 
they returned the following morning, a copy mui 
have been taken of its contents and forwarded t 
Pekin, or they would not have been thus prepar 
for our reception. One of their reasons for refusin 
to transmit it was, that it was not properly i 
dressed, their communicationE with the Coiq 
being carried on in the form of himUe petiltons. 
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Kea'shen, although the thiid memher of the 
cabinet, ia generally heUeved to be the ruling 
voice, as the two seniors arc so old and infirm, 
that they are said to be unable to attend to public 



On receiving the despatch from the officer, one 
of the mandarins mounted and rode off to Tarkou, 
and in a couple of hours returned with the chop 
&om the Tagchune for the plenipotentiaxy. 

It appeared from the answer that Kea'shen was 
not authorised to treat, but merely to receive the 
letter for the Emperor, and that previous to enter- 
ing into any discussion he was first to forward the 
intelligence of the arrival of the squadron to 
Pekin, and wait for directions. Ten days was the 
time required to receive onr answer from the 
Court, and that time was accordingly granted. It 
would be the height of injustice to omit to record 
the name of the gentleman who was, during our 
stay off and on at this place, the medium of communi- 
cation — Pfi, or Captain Wliite, as he was familiarly 
called by his friends in the squadron, being a man 
of considerable importance, whose intelligence has 
no doubt long since gained for him a superior 

Ktton. His functions were those of aid-de-camp 
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and greyhound to the commissioner; a white button 
denoted his rank as captain of cavahry^ and his 
high-flown language and praise of the talents of 
Kea'shen showed his superior fitness for his 
situation: in fact he was a most agreeable and 
amusing companion ; and the '^ doughty deeds " 
that it had been the intention of the Emperor 
to perform with 30,000 Tartar troops in the re- 
taking of the island of Chusan, but for the peaceful 
advice of his master, were quite astounding to the 
listening foreigners. 

The squadron now separated to sail in diflerent 
directions along the Tartar and Fechelee coasts, 
whilst we ran oyer in the Yolage to Manchoo 
Tartary. This country is tributary to both China 
and Japan, but appears more dependent on the 
latter ; the men axe remarkably athletic, tall, and 
jealous of their women, and the country not unlike 
parts of the western coast of Scotland. They seemed 
to live chiefly on vegetables, varied at times by 
puppy's flesh; in many of the houses we found 
these little creatures fattening for their fate; for 
although they have plenty of buUocks, they em- 
ploy them only for agricultural purposes ; and all 
through China and along this coast, milk, the 
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principal article of diet among European peasantry, 
is not used. We remarked that tlic Chinese at 
Chusan laughed immoderately at our soldiers milk- 
ing the goats, as they think it unnatural that men 
should drink the milk of animals. However, the 
Tartars to the westward are said by travellers to 
live entirely on the milk obtained &om the camel ; 
so this must be a peculiarity of the people of Man- 
choo derived from the Chinese, 

We found the most useful articles of barter here 
were the brass buttons on a naval jacket, the worth 
of one being estimated far higher than a Spanish 
dollar, of which they did not seem at first to com- 
prehend the value ; for a button kindly furnished 
me from the jacket of a friend, I became the owner 
of a sheep and some poultry, and I suspect both 
purchaser and seller were equally proud of their 

^^dalaty at barter. 

^" Tbeit houses are much the same as in China, 
but the mode of cultivating the land must be here 
laborious. AU the hills are terraced to the summit, 
on account of the severe rains to which they are 
subject, and which often sweep the whole side 
of a hill into the valley below- Traces of these 
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devastations meet the sight on every side, show 
how necessary is the precaution. 

Labouring under severe illness, I was unable I 
join the sporting parties of the gallant Captain a 
his officers in their expeditions into the int6iioa 
but by their description the sport was excellea 
and from the marshes, snipes and wild-fowl a 
in thousands ; however, the execution done might 
have led to a diflferent idea ; but it was generally 
imagined to be the fault of the guns, which an 
Indian climate was supposed to have relaxed as 
well as the sportsmen. 

On the morning of the 24th we came again to 
anchor in the mouth of the Peiho, and on the fol- 
lowing days the rest of the fleet arrived. 

A few days afterwards the adnm-al and suite went 
on board the steamer, with the intention of enter- 
ing the river, and a naval officer was directed to 
mark the channel in over the bar ; but although 
Captain Dyce, the master, had taken the vessel in 
during the previous springs, it was now found to 
he impracticable to force her over. 

It being still the top of the springs, upon the 
following day it was determined again to make 
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the attempt; and the Modeste corvette was or- 
dered to bear up and follow in^ as she only drew 
twelve feet ; and thirteen appeared to have been the 
depth on the shoal at the top of the last springs ; 
but this again failed owing to the shallowness of 
the water. No doubt^ had this succeeded^ and 
the two vessels anchored inside imder the forts^ it 
would have been of the greatest importance in 
hastening the negotiations ; once in^ they could 
not have come out for a fortnight, as the water 
would not again permit their exit imtil that 
period ; thus giving a &ir excuse for our position 
to the Chinese: the preliminary arrangements 
would in this way have have been placed on the 
most advantageous footing.* 

Had the Chinese turned restive, eight hours 
would have taken the steamer and corvette, filled 
with seamen, marines, and field-pieces, to the 
town of Teensing, at the head of the Grreat Canal, 
the depdt of all their northern trade and supplies. 
Their fleet of jimks being there burnt, an event 
which would have crippled their means of sending 

* At leait we kneir nothing to the contrary ; and from the de- 
scriptions of previous visitors many believed it to be practicable. 
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reinforcemeEts to the mouth of tlie river, and the 
town being set on fire, nearly within sight of the 
unperial city, must have caused a panic and dis- 
tress that would have shaJten the empire to its 
very base ; they seemed to be aware that this 
feasible, and dreaded it themselves. 

At this point conciliation was their object, 
here the Government became most vulnerable, . 
a blow here would strike terror to the very foot 
the throne. It was generally supposed that thi' 
failure was an annoyance to the heads of the 
expedition, who fully appreciated the advantages 
such a situation would have given them ; but 
the ulterior arrangements its accomplishment 
perhaps of slight moment. 

In course of the afternoon of the 28th 
mandarin junks were distinguished pushing 
&om the shore; they soon came alongside 
our friend. Captain White, and another mandt 
bringing a letter from Kea'shen and a cargo 
bullocks and fruit ; the chop was to request an 
interview with the second pleoipotontiaryi ~ 
Elliot. As a mandarin of the commissior 
alted rank could not think of trusting hia i 
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to the mercy of the wavea, Sunday the 30th of 
August was fixed upon as the day for the inter- 
view, and arrangements were to be made accord- 
ingly for the reception of the mission. 

On that moming Captain EUiot, accompajiied 
by the gentlemen attached to the misaion and 
three or four naval officers, proceeded to the 
entrance of the river. Six boats, manned and pri- 
vately armed, in case of accidents, accompanied 
us ; we pushed off from the steamer before day- 
light, hut the tide changing before entering the 
river, the pull was very severe for the men. 

Two miles from the town we were met by a 
mandarin junk, on board of which were two offi- 
cers of rank, one with the red button in his cap, 
who was the general of the Emperor's Tartar body- 
guard, and the other a blue-button mandarin, 

Jding some rank in Kea'shen's household. 

These were sent by the Commissioner, a com- 
pliment they always pay, as appears by the mis- 
sions of Lords Macartney and Amherst, to visitors 
of rank. They made excuses for not firing a salute 
from the forts, fearing that the shipping outside 
might be alarmed and mistake it, imagining that 
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some misunderstanding had arisen ; there was 
little doubt, however, that this neglect of etiquette 
arose from an unwillingneBs that their people 
should see or hear any honours done to the barba- 
rian visitors. They entered our boat, and handed 
round their agate Bnuff-bottles, and soon became 
quite familiar. Blue-button was particularly com- 
municative, asking our names and dififerent pro- 
fessions, and informing us of his own military 
deeds ; and in a private communication he j 
knowledged that in " the secret chamber" he s. 
times indulged in the opium-pipe. Red-buth 
however, who seemed of a more morose t 
tion, frequently called him to order, as if he fear 
some disclosures from his talkative propensities. I 

In another hour we reached the landing-pla 
a bridge of boata had been constructed for 
across the mud flat ; and a narrow pathway lead- 
ing some hundred yards from the shore brought 
us to au encampment, which had been thrown o 
for the reception of the misBion. 
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was placed at the entranccj so i 



ajid here we were met by many more mandi 
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and marshallpd into the presence of Kca'ahen ; he 
rose at our entrance, and received the mission with 
great courtesy and civility. Indeed, the manners of 
these high mandarins would have done honour to 
any courtier in the most polished court in Europe. 
He begged us to remain covered, and was intro- 
duced to each person separately, and expressed 
hia hopes that the supplies had been received by 
the squadron. He made some excuse for our 
reception in the tents, but intimated that Tarkou 
was some distance from the landing-place. 

Judging from appearance he might have been a 

man of forty, and looked, what he is said to be by 

his countrymen, a person of great ability : his tail, 

the Chinese appendage to men of all ranks except 

priests, was remarkable from its length, and the 

care that was evidently bestowed upon it. He was 

dressed in a blue sOk robe, with a worked girdle ; 

on his legs were the white satin boots common to 

all the higher orders ; his head was covered with 

a mandarin summer cap, made of a fine straw ; in it 

^^ was placed the deep red coral button, denoting 

^■Ae tank of the wearer, and the peacock's feather 

^^mx>oping between the shoulders. On the whole, 

^Biis dress was plain ; but the mandarins when in 
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full costume) judging from apecimene taken at 
Clrnaan, must have a very gorgeous appearance. 

The eucampment was surrounded with a high 
canvass ■wall, resembling that which encircles the 
private apartments of great men and native rajal 
when travelling through India. Inside this screi 
were eight small tenta, in each of which a table a 
forms were placed. These formed an oval ; anil'll 
the centre was erected a canvass cottage, of rali 
an ingenious description; whilst at the upper enf^^ 
concealed by another screen, stood the tent of con- 
ference. This was lined with yellow silk (the 
royal colour), and worked with the arms of the 
empire at the back. 

The interpreters and Captain Elliot remained 
with the commission, whilst the rest of the officers 
and gentlemen sought the different tents around, 
in which the lower orders of mandarins were busy 
preparing a breakfast for the party ; for it was an 
extraordinary thing in this visit, that everything 
was apparently done by mandarins —none of their 
servants being admitted. 

The meal consisted of numerous little plates, 
piled one upon the top of the other, containing 
birds'-nest soup, sea-slugs, sharks' fins, hard- 
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boiled eggs, whose interiors were far advanced 
to ctickenhood, and dressed fish ; these were the 
greatest delicacies. This is but a small portion 
of the supply ; for at the table where I had the 
honour to partake of the good fare there were no 
less than thirty of these little saucers. These 
breakfasts were spread in the different tents, and 
each was intended to stay the ravenous appetites 
of five barbarians. So afraid were the mandarins 
of our seeing their weakness, that they had not 
only placed the before-mentioned screen around 
their encampment, but had thrown up a mud 
embankment, which, however, failed in its inten- 
tion ; for, although we were soon brought back 
by the watchful guards, we managed to get a 
glance of the forbidden land. 

The forts had been repaired since our laat visit, 
and were now crowded with soldiers ; a few out- 
works had been thrown up, but they were ex- 
tremely paltry, and indeed the whole thing, as a 
military position, was quite ludicrous. With two 
BDC-pounders and a couple of hundred marines 
tbey might have been ours at any moment. We 
were, nevertheless, much struck at the i 
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bodily strength and power of these northern Gia- 
nese, particularly of the men who were employed 
tracking the boats upon the river; who, although 
seemingly a wretched class, more like beasts of 
burden than human beings, are possessed of such 
physical powers, that six or eight of them will 
drag against the stream, and with apparent ease, a 
boat of considerable tonnage. 

In the course of the day some of the Tartar 
body-guard went through the sword exercise and 
other manceuvres for our amusement. These, con- 
sisting rather in grotesque antics and ludicrous 
faces than in the use of the weapon itself, are 
supposed to be as effective in frightening an an- 
tagonist, whilst, for the same reason, many of the 
troops we saw farther to the south at Chusan and 
Ningpo, wore a tiger imiform, a dress cut and 
painted to resemble that animal. 

These Tartars were dressed in a white cotton 
garb and black cap, and their weapons were 
swords and matchlocks, or bows and arrows. They 
were considered the elite of the Chinese troops 
belonging to the emperor's body-guard, and be- 
lieved to descend iirom the same tribe as the sove- 
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reign himselfL Mr. Gntzbff, in Vol. jL, p. 313, 
of his ' China Opened, ' states their noniber to 
amount to 26,000 men. 

AAer a conference of roc hoars, dozii^ whidt 
period the load voices of the plenipotentiaiies in 
high ai^moent bod often struck npoii our ears, 
the British plenipotentiar)' came forth, and the 
rest of the party having perfonned their salaams 
to the Chinese commissioner, we departed for the 
Wellesley; greatly, I beUeve, to the relief and 
satisfaction of the mandarins. 

During onr visit the language held by these 
servants of government was, that the memhers of 
the mission were the emperor's guests, and on 
this plea they refused all remuneration for the 
supplies sent to the squadron. 

When the great seal of the British commission 
was opened, Kea'shen at first showed some curi- 
osity, but immediately relapsed into that apathetic 
manner, that niandarins of rank think it dignified 
to assume. 

The conference not coming within the limits of 
this sketch, the reader must excuse my entering 
into a detail of the subject. It appeared, how- 
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ever, that another communication with tie { 
would be necessary before any ultimate orrai: 
ment could be decided upon. 

Kea'shen moreover mentioned that a com 
sion -was to be appointed to start immediately for 
Canton, to investigate the conduct of Lin, whom 
they all blamed ae the cause of the present 
trouble. 

We often remarked, but more particolarly at 
this time, the little political connexion that exists 
between the different provinces. Some of the man- 
darina intimated to ua that these troubles were not 
the Emperor's fault, and indeed went so far as to 
say that we should do right in chastising Lin and 
luB Canton colleagues ; but we were very wrong 
to threaten the Imperial person, who was innocent 
of the whole affair, and who had, on the contrary, 
a merciiul regard towards the British foreigners : 
those provinces too ought not to be made respon- 
sible which had taien no share in the business. 

They had a horror of speaking of Chusan, always 
alluding to it, without mentioning the name, i 
" that had business," " and that when tt was M 
turned all would be soon settled." 
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The interest they took in this place may seem 
to belie my previous assertion. But it must be 
recollected that from its position the tenure of this 
island gaye us the command of the central artery 
of the empire, the Xcang-se-keang, and therefore 
the mouth of the Imperial Canal, on Trhich the 
people depended for subsistence, even in the city 
of Pekin, and indeed all the northern provinces. 

The result of the conference, as has just been 
stated, requiring additional time to be given for 
another answer to arrive from the court, the squad- 
ron again got under weigh to sail and make dis- 
coveries in this eea, hitherto so little known to the 
English mariner. Our line lay along the shore of 
Tartary, where the Chinese Wall meets the sea, 
not at the point generally supposed, but at a large 
town, apparently a place of great trade. This 
great work is seen scaling the precipices and 
topping the craggy hills of the country, which 
have along this coast a most desolate appearance. 
Some of the party who went in-shore in the steamer 
to within two miles' distance, made the discovery 
that the opinion hitherto received from Lord 
Macartney's works, that the wall came down 
abruptly into the sea, was erroneous, as it tra- 
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verses a low flat for some miles from the toot 
of the mountains before entering the town, which 
stands upon the water's edge. Here, although 
only in the month of September, the air became 
cold and cutting, and the change of temperature 
was felt severely by the officers and men who 
had been for the last four years wanderers in the 
Indian seas. But the different chmates of this 
immense empire are not more varied than the 
interests, language, and dress of the provinces; 
and although an honourable member of the House 
of Commons has represented them as joined by 
a bond of nnity, he would in reahty be surprised 
to find the slight connexion or similarity tliat 
exists between them in any one of these points. 

On the 12th of September the squadron again 
returned to the mouth of the Peiho, where com- 
munications were carried on through our old 
friend Captain White, from whom it appeared 
that Kea'shen was finally appointed commis- 
sioner to Canton, and was to start immediately 
to inquire into the conduct of Lin, and ascertain 
whether the complaints made by the British ple- 
nipotentiaries were correct, after which proper 
reparation would be granted. 
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The whole policy of Kea'shen was peace. He 
Was too wise a man to believe what he himself had 
Btated, for the purpose of keeping ike face of the 
tmperor dean. He saw that the Chinese empire 
iay too open to attack to enter into hostihties ; and 
that, even were she successful in her efforts, it 
would but be turning away the course of that 
^ring which brought wealth into the country. 

A letter of Kea'shen's {to be found in the 
JEleports . before the House of Commons) to the 
'Gmperor, relative to the opium-trade, shows dearly 
■his opinions and policy to be such, that there ap- 
rpears little doubt of an ultimate satisfactory ar- 
f^angement, if he be permitted to act upon his own 
conceptions as to what is best for the welfare of 
I China. In our position outside the river, at this 
time inaccessible, the wisest course for us to pursue 
iseemed to be to agree to the meeting at Canton, 
Bs8 it appeared but just that the government should 
-liave time given them to inquire into the state- 
^ments, of which they declared entire ignorance 
'hitherto j and during this period a cessation of 
iostihties was agreed to, 
> We anchored on our return south, at the 
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island of Tokay, and moved the next day 
another of the eame group, on which is EituEiti 
the town of Tang-chow -foo ; the cluster lies at the 
entrance of the Gulf of Pechelee, and the latter 
town EeemB a large and flouiiahing place, sur- 
rounded hy a high wall. On the western extrei 
is a small fortification overlooking the sea ; here 
large body of troops were drawn up, some of which 
were cavalry, the first we had seen in the country. 
On the following day some mandarins came off 
to the ship and breaJdasted with the admiral- 
was surprbing to see the enormous quantity 
food they devoured ; and one, who was of an 
menae size, weighing upwards of thirty stoi 
upon being questioned as to his powers of con- 
sumption, acknowledged, with a degree of vanity, 
that a sheep was his ordinary allowance for three 
days ; nor did he seem at all satisfied with his 
morning meal. The Chinese, like the natives 
of India, esteem size and bulk ; as they imagine 
such an exterior a sign of wealth and power, and 
respect it accordingly. 
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On the 28th of September the squadron re- 
turned again to the harbour of Cbusan. Sickness 
had been making terrible havoc amongst the 
troops, who still remained posted in the suburbs 
(And comer of the island. 

A few parties had been sent, out at different 
3s, but, from the want of interpreters, appeared 
a the natives more in the character of plunderers 
1 as the agents of a government. 
This inactivity was generally attributed to sick- 
ness, which disabled three-fourths of the troopB 
&om duty, and the want of fresh provisions; 
e return of the squadron was therefore hailed 
r them with delight, for the troops panted for 
^tive employment in spite of their sickness ; and 



122 CAPTAIN ANBTRL'THKR KIDNAPPED. 

this no doubt would have done more towards 
their recovery thEin all the medicine in the force. 

Soldiers and followers had been carried off to 
the main-land from the very gates of the town, and 
Captain Anstruther, an officer of Madras artil- 
lery, had been kidnapped when taking a military 
survey within a mile of the encampment. 

This officer was a particular favourite with the 
whole force, and in his frequent walks into the 
country, when performing his mihtary duties, had 
apparently made himself a great friend with the 
country people, for whose amusement he used to 
sketch likenesses much to their astonishment. The 
night but one previous to his capture the artillery 
camp was aroused by screams proceeding from his 
tent, and when some of his brother- officers traced 
the sound to his quarters, he was found asleep, but 
upon being awoke said that he had been dreaming 
that the Chinese were carrying him tied arms and 
legH to a pole, and gagged, within sight of the 
camp. This is curious, as fi-om what we were after- 
wards able to discover through means of a paid 
agent, it was nearly the case, and he was so home 
within half a mile of the very tents. 

Intelligence too had been received that a Bril 
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vessel had been captured on the neighbouring coast, 

the captain and four of his crew were said to be 

killed, and twenty prisoners taken to Ningpo, one 

of whom was a woman. As the only vessel in 

the employment of our Government with the 

squadron having a lady on board was the Kite, 

who was acting as a man-of-war, it was concluded 

lat she was the vessel in question. 

The Kite had accompanied an expedition eent 

) the Yeang-se-Kiang, under the command of 

Captain Bethune, in H. M. S. Conway, to explore, 

od it was feared she must have run on shore, 

a her return with despatches, and thus have fallen 

D the hands of the Chinese. 

A small part of the squadron was therefore 

mediately despatched to Ningpo, to negotiate 

■ Mrs. Noble's deliverance, which was refused 

' the authorities as long as Chusan remained 

1 our possession. 

The following day Captain EUiot demanded 

I interview with the authorities at Ningpo, and 

tntered that harbour ; but they again eluded the 

ielivery of the prisoners, as areportof the circum- 

e had been forwarded to the Court at Pekin, 
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and they could do nothing without orders on tha 
subject. 

They gave, however, assurance i 
of the persons of their prisoners, and begged that 
clothes might be forwarded for their convenience. 
The Chinese afterwards permitted them to com- 
municate by letter, written, however, by their own 
servants in Chinese, and by this we judged of t 
safety of the compradore, whose fate I previoui 
mentioned, as it was not likely there would be^ ' 
another iaterprctcr at Ningpo. The letters were 
signed by Captain Anstnither, Lieutenant Doug- 
lass, R.N., and Mrs. Noble. 

In a few days her Majesty's ship Conway ' 
signaled off the harbour, and Captain Bethune 
arrived. It appeared, as had been suspected, that 
he had despatched the Kite with intelligence for 
the admiral three weeks previously, and that f 
must have fallen into the hands of the Chinesog 
the crew either having run the ship on shore, o 
what now appeared more probable, having landed 
on an endeavour to get fresli provisions, of whi 
they had been in great want, on the neighboi 
coast. 
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t< The information gained in tliis expedition was 
f tlie most valuable nature, should it be found 
necessary at any future period to operate at this 
point. Sixty miles of the course of the Yeang-se- 
Keang had been surveyed, and a passage found 
that would permit a line-of-battle ship to enter, 
and as far as Captain Bethune could judge &om 
the nature of the soundings, country, and run of 
the river, there appeared nothing likely to stop 
a vessel's course for many miles. Even if it should 
not be necessary to follow up the research, science 
will have received a most interesting addition from 
the investigations of this indefatigable and zealous 
officer. The description of some of the Chinese 
forts hastily thrown up on the approach of the 
ships waa ludicrous ; roany consisting of bamboo 
Qiats, pierced as if for guns, to astound the bar- 
; for Uttle did they imagine that through 
B&e glasses from the ship this childish deception 
KTas easily discovered. 

This survey however was not effected without 
^me loss, for a Mr. Harvey, a young midshipman 
r great promise, and beloved by hia messmates, 
lAviug been aent on shore with a party to get 
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cattle and vegetables for the ships, was 
by a body of the natives, when one Beaman 
killed and himself dangerously wounded ; he 
vived but a few days, merely to reach Chusan, 
to lie side by side with many a British soldier 
now sleeps beneath the turf of the flowery land, 

About this time the Algerine, a ten-gun bi 
commanded by Lieut. Mason, came into the 
hour : in passing a town called Chapoo, a plat 
great trade with Japan, he had been fired upon 
a strong fort, mounting a great number of guns. 
He immediately ranged his little vessel up tinder 
the batteries, but for three hours the Chii 
kept up a steady fire, when, with nearly the 
remaining charge, the little brig silenced the 
batteries ; then, anchoring her close under, Lieut, 
Mason waited an hour to sec if they wished 
renewal, and at the end of that period took 
departure to join the squadron. 

A mandarin on the ramparts made himself pi 
cularly conspicuous, vauntingly parading his pei 
and directing his soldiers, whilst the shot from 
Algerine was falling around him in all directioi 

Despatches from Captain Smith, the officer 
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■inandiiig tke Canton blockade, brought intelli- 
|! ^ence that he likewise had been engaged in a 
brush -with the Chinese at Macao, Mr. Staunton, 
« gentleman in that place, a British subject, had 
been seized and carried off a short distance firom 
the town on the Portuguese territory ; he had gone 
out, it seems, with the intention of bathing, and 
was to have met some friends at a certain spot 
'previously agreed upon. They, imagining upon 
iheir arrival that he had returned, thought no 
more of the matter until the following day, when, 
.as he was still absent, the people of tlie house 
became alarmed, and instituted inquiries upon the 
subject. 

At last a report became prevalent that he had 
been carried off' by the mandarins, which was 
8oon confirmed by a person by whom he had been 
seen in Canton. 

Captain Smith, wisely refrained from demanding 
hirn from the Chinese authorities, but intimated to 
the Portuguese governor of ilacao that, as a 
British subject had been captured on their ter- 
ritory (neutral ground), he was the proper person 
to obtain the prisoner's release, The goremor 
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immediately had an interview with the Chiin 
maDdfu-in commanding the troops at the Barrit 
who agreed to proceed to Canton, and had no 
doubt of obtaining Mr. Staunton's release ; but 
returned on the following day, and, instead of the. 
promieed gentleman, brought down a reinfoi 
ment of 800 soldiers. It then became evil 
that any longer delay would endanger the safety 
of all the British subjects at Macao, whom it was 
quite clear the Portuguese were unable or unwil- 
ling to protect. The object then to be obtained 
was, to drive the Chinese troops and fleet firom 
their present position contiguous to the town. 

The Barrier is a high wall which runs across a 
neck of land, dividing the Portuguese and Chinese 
territory, and is not above a mile distant from 
Macao. Nine junks were seen lying in the bay, 
and 1.500 troops were paraded on the shore. The 
Hyacinth and a steamer were sent in to attack, 
and imder cover of their broadsides Captain Smith 
landed the marines of the squadron under his 
command, and a party of the Bengal Volunteers. 
A few volleys of musketry soon drove the Chinese 
from their position, and two of the junks having 
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been Eunk by tlie fire &om the ships, the re- 
mainder made the best of their way round the 
opposite point to join their flying soldiers. 

Since this weU-tinied movement all has been 
quiet, and the British residents have been able to 
puisne their amusement and occupations ■with- 
out molestation. 

Before resuming the narrative of events at Chn- 
san, I may here mention an occurrence which shows 
the character of some, at least, of the inhabitants 
of the Chinese seas in the brightest colours. One 
of the transports, called the Indian Oak, had been 
sent from Cbusan in the month of July, or begin- 
ning of August, with the letters of the expedi- 
tion, and was unfortunately wrecked on the coast of 
Great Loo Choo, which island Captain Basil Hall 
describes in one of his books. Luckily for the 
recked mariners they fell into the hands of 
Samaritans, for the kindness of the natives 
exceeded all that has hitherto been known. They 
itood on the beach ready to receive them with 
open arms, changed their dripping clothes for 
ir own, brought them into their houses and 
them, and, not contented with this, wandered 
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along the coast, endeavouring to pick up the 
articles -washed from the vessel, returning them to 
the right o\Tners, who all declare that they do not 
believe that a single nail of the vessel that was 
driven on shore was appropriated by a native 
without permission. Their greatest anxiety was to 
send home the remains to Queen Victoria, and at 
length they decided upon building a jiink out of 
her relics to send to England, as they said to her 
majesty. She came into Chuaan in the beginning 
of October, and seemed ratJier a pretty vessel, 
although the sailors had painted upon the stem 
the " Folly." 

Every endeavour was now made by both naval 
and miUtaxy authorities to place the government of 
the island of Chusan on a more secure footing ; and 
it was at length determined that outposts should be 
established at several of the most eligible positions 
in the interior, as the troops, having received a 
good supply of fresh provisions, brought from the 
north by the squadron, began to rally, and prepared 
to enter winter quarters. This took place at the 
latter end of October, by which time they were im- 
proved in health so far that there were fewer cases 
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of disease, bat the diminutioii, alas ! of the number 
of those who, having been once attacked, recovered, 
was also fewer. Lowered by this terrible disease, 
and weakened by the effects of the climate, they 
lingered on, but rarely made an nltimate recovery. 
There is no elasticitv in the air of Chusan to buoy 
up the convalescent ; and the deleterious effects of 
the paddy-fields in which many of them had been 
encamped were still felt from the canals of nearly 
stagnant water which, flowing into the town from 
those fields, intersect the whole of the city. 
The men, however, were in good spirits, and 
only wanted active service to shake off their 
ailments. This they had anxiously looted 
forward to on our return from the north; and 
were therefore greatly disappointed at the pacific 
results. They had nothing in prospect but a 
long and melancholy winter, without any news 
from India or England, as no communication 
northward can take place during the height of 
the monsoon, a period of upwards of three 
months. 

As all further expectation, therefore, of mili- 
tary service was .over, the officers in the force 
k2 
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who belonged to staSs and regiments in Indl 
and many who had been invalided, returned I 
their different posts, — some to India and otb 
to Europe. 

There are a few remarks I would make, befb 
closing this narrative, on the subject of the s 
straction of Captain Anstmther, and the captu 
of the crew of the Kite. These, alttougli i 
toward events, could, in no way that I t 
ceive, annul the agreement entered into at the 
mouth of the Peiho, as regarded a cessation of 
hostilities. Our unfortunate position from sickness 
on the island had been the cause of the fbra 
officer's abduction; and the folly of the ] 
weak crew, in landing on the main land, had 1 
to their capture. This took place before the Chinel 
authorities could by any possibility have 
acquainted with the agreement with Kea'sli 
at the Peiho ; while they were naturally endal 
Touring to harass the captors of Chiisan. But 
immediately on receiving instructiou on the sub- 
ject they dropped all further annoyance. lo-,^ 
have made a demand, therefore, for the res 
tion of the prisoners a sine quii non before'] 
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ceeding to treat at Canton according to promise, 
would have appeared an unwarrantable breach of 
faith on our parts. 

During the ospediljon to the north, the Melville 
flag-ship. Captain Dundas, had been hove down, 
when eight-and-twenty feet of her three keels, 
measuring from the stem-post, with part of her 
larboard, garboard streak, were found torn com- 
pletely away, and hanging by the main keel. 
It was supposed by naval men that when she 
struck at the mouth of the harbour she must have 
got so firmly wedged between two rocks, that the 
rapid tide in the narrow passage, giving her sheer, 
had wrenched these monstrous timbers from her 
bottom. It was a labour of ten weeks before she 
was properly righted and refitted, but during tbja 
laborious business the seamen on board kept their 
health, although, at the same time, the soldiers on 
shore were dying of disease ; had they too been 
actively employed, instead of moping over the 
graves of their comrades, they would, in all pro- 
—babihty, have suffered comparatively less. 

h Chops were frequently passing between the 

thorities of the two nations, and intelligence* 

* Sm Amwidii A. 



iU 



'liriM 
^1 



was received from a spy who was sei 

Hai of the safety of the prisoners. I 
Commissioner, and Taang the Governor of the 
province of Q.uang-tung', were both ordered to 
hasten to Pekin " with the speed of fames'' to 
appear before the Board of Punishment to answer 
" for the trouble." Kea'-shen was said to be on 
his road to Canton, having already passed through 
the town of Ningpo ; and the government at thi 
latter place now showed every anxiety that affa 
shonld be amicably arranged. 

Some of the emperor's comments on the 
spatches* of hia officers along the coast, who, 
wherever they had been chastised, sent up the 
account of a great victory, are worthy of remark. 
Upon the despatch of the General of the district of 
Chi-Keang, he writes, " The General was wrong 
in not having reinforced the garrison of Chusan, 
and he therefore condemns the said officer to lose 
his button ; but in consideration of hia former good 
conduct, ' anil hecavHe the shot fell like marnilain.i 
from the barbnrian vexselt' he leavei Mm in his 
nnimnnd, lo vcovtr b>/ fiitiirf pron'en'^ hia lost 
lionojir" 

* Vide citract from Peliii Corrpspondeiicc, Apitcndi 
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" When informed by a despatch from another of 
llie Generals on the shore of the Yeang-se-Kiang 
that the red-brii-tled barbariaTts were wildly career- 
ing in the Celestial waters, but that the lightnings 
of the empire had cleared them from the coast, he 
remarks upon it, '* Most right ^ let our servants, 
JtoweveTi be merciful, and the officers and thefami- 
Jies of the men who have fallen be properly 
regarded." Many more ajmouncements of the 
same description were published in the Petin 
Gazette, which some of the paid agents used to 
obtain for our perusal. It appears that on all the 
pubhc documents from his servants the Emperor 
makes these notes, which are then published for 
the benefit of others, to encourage them to go and 
do likewise. 

This is merely mentioned to show the utter 
blindness of the court to the real state of things, 
iand how necessary it is that arrangements, whether 
^hostile or otherwise, should be carried on at a 
ftiture period, if thought requisite, leilk the su- 
preme yovemmeid, at the very foot of the imperial 
) throne. 

All things seemed now in train for amicable 
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arrangements. On the 24th October therefore, 
being rendered from severe ilhiess unfit for fiir- 
ther duty, and as apparently no chance remained 
of the troops being actively employed, I started 
for England with despatches for her Majesty's 
government; and, proceeding southward, arrived 
at Macao at the end of the month. Traces were 
still visible of the Battle of the Barrier, but the 
fleet and troops of the Chinese were posted at 
a point some miles removed from the situation 
whence they had been driven by the British 
force. 

The British fleet was blockading the river, and 
1 had tlien an opportunity of seeing the Bogue 
forts. The Chumpoe point, underneath which 
Captain Smith, in the Volage, in November, 
1839, had an affair with the Chinese junks, is 
situated at the entrance of the Tiger's mouth. 
Here one of our blockading ships at present lies ; 
should snhseq^uent affairs drive us to the necessity 
of more stringent measures with the Chinese, this 
hill, and the neighbouring island of Whangtong 
will be the points found necessary for us to ope- 
rate upon. 
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■jChumpee is a high hill on the left bank of the 
, with a small fortification on the summit, 
mounting a nvimber of guns, of which some are 
thirty-twos. From its commanding position it 
would, if in our possession, at once be an eyesore 
to the natives and an ehgible spot for a body of 
troops. 

The island of Whangtong lies some distance 
farther up the river, at the entrance of a part 
called the Woman's Shoe. From its situation the 
auiTOunding batteries on each side might be easily 
shelled and kept in awe. It would appear useless 
and dangerous to keep troops in the small fortifi- 
cation on the main-land, when these might be 
held in check from a position which would always 
be tlie head-quarters of the enemy's troops, and, 
by its insular position, rendered secure from sudden 
attacks. 

On our approaching within a short distance of the 
base of the Chumpee point, a signal gun was fired 
from the fort, and answered from the fortifications 
along the borders of the river, the smoke being 
visible for many miles, until the winding course 
hid the answering signals from our view. 
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Nature has here done her utmost to strengthen 
the place, and if it was held by a European power 
there is no doubt it would indeed be a tiger's 
mouth, and nearly impregnable to an invading 
foe. 

The remaining batteries are numerous and he 
close to the water's edge, but a further attempt 
to describe this place or the town of Macao is 
needless to those who have read the " Fanqui in 
China;" and others who take an interest in the 
subject would do well to become purchasers of this 
little work, which will well repay both time and 
expense. ^1 

Thus to all appearance does this Chinese W^H 
if BO it may be termed, seem drawing to a close. 
Their government necessarily feel that they are 
weak and totally unprepared for resistance ; and 
what they dread more than aU, they already see 
faintly gHmmering in the distance — namely, the 
internal struggle it must bring upon the countr 

They have at last found out that the time*4 
arrived when in order still to hold the reins, I 
ever feebly, in their grasp, it will become net 
sary to concede in some points ; but in t 



Id the demands of Great Britain it will be with the 
^ope, although delusive, that at some future period 
they may again close that door to the ingress of 
iie foreigner, which necessity may now oblige 
lihem to unlatch. 

Should, however, the treaty be broken off by 
Bome unlooked-for occurrence, or some Chinese 
pohtical bigot be substituted in the room of Kea'- 
ahen as commissioner, which is not altogether 
issible, as he is looked upon by many of his 
■countrymen as too favourable to the foreigners ; 
fcthe indefatigable researches which have been made 
iby the squadron under the directions of his Excel- 
lency the CoHunander -in-Chief, and the know- 
•Icdge thereby obtained of places hitherto unknown, 
imust bring the contest to a short and decisive 
F determination. 

The occupation of the forts of the Socca Tigris, 
t&ie blockade of the Yeang-se-Keang, and the 
■cutting off all communication at the mouth of the 
(Imperial Canal, both at its northern and southern 
Ft^ouths, at Teen Sing on the Peiho and on the Yeang- 
j-Keang, would cause such starvation and misery 
though the northern provinces, that it would at 
• once paralyse all their efforts; and if it were ne- 
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ceesary to bring matters to a still speedier tenni' 
nation, n descent on their principal towns alon| 
the coast— Canton, Niinkin, Chapoo, Amoy, an4 
Teen-sing — would bring such awful dcstructioii 
and havoc, that the people themselves would r 
against their government, and the whole empiri 
would become one frightful scene of anarchy a: 
confusion; for, not only are all these plans m 
known to be practicable, but by a cut, made eitl 
in the banks of the Yeang-se-Keang, or of t 
Imperial Canal, the Chinese themselves or thei 
invaders might render the whole of the | 
province of Gheki'ang and the provinces far 
the northward one scene of deluge. 

One of their highest offices in the state {" ' 
Board of Rivers and Wator-works ") is institata 
for the superintendence of this water commnnictl 
tion, which, from being a blessing, might in a foi 
hours be turned . into a bitter scourge, and it i 
generally given to one of their most talented ai 
active officers. 

But, if it be possible to obtain our object 1 
a mild course, such strong measures are much t 
be deprecated. Our possessions in India are I 
ready large enough for our force ; and to have t 
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whole empire of ChiBa thrown upon our baiid» 
would be a grievous burden, not an addition to 
our power. 

Should we be successful in placing our trade 
upon a secure footing, in opening some porta along 
the coast, and in the attainment of any other de- 
mands the English government may deem neces- 
sary, all that a British subject can wish, for the 
welfare of his country in these matters, will have 
been obtained. 
^B It should be remembered that there are mer- 
I fiantile houses in China, whose speculations give 
them an interest in a long and tedious war, and 
who will be the first to pick some hole in th& 
final arrangement. 

Although much invectiTe and blame have been 
heaped upon the head of Captain EUiot, the super- 
intendent of trade, it is to his vigilance and policy 
that the last year's revenue from the tea may be at- 
tributed ; for bad he acted otherwise, in all proba- 
biUty not one grain of the cargoes of 1839 would 
yet have found its way to England ; and, al- 

tlliough it may be forgotten by the merchants, now 
tbat the danger is over, he was, at the risk of his 
own life and public fame, undoubtedly the means- 
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of saving them ; at all events from a protracted 
and tedious imprisonment. The policy of his 
measiire is shown hy the result of their increased 
profits ; for it is undeniahle that more money has 
been made since the delivery of the opium in 
July 1839 than was ever gained before ; and even 
should not a farthing of the protested bills be paid, 
they have already covered the deficiency — always 
eKcepting those gentlemen who honourably relin' 
quished, and have never returned to, the gainft 
trade. 

At the moment of the outbreak, Captain El 
found himself without any force to oppose the acts, 
however unjust, of the Chinese authorities ; and, 
at his immense distance from any resources, time 
became an object of the greatest importance. 

The opium-trade, however hateful it may appear 
in the eyes of many, is, it must be recollectei 
source of great benefit to the Indian government; 
turning, I have heard, a revenue of upwards of two 
millions and a half yearly. It therefore becomes 
those who are so eager for its suppression to poi 
out some method of making up the serious di 
tion of revenue that must necessarily accrue to 
Indian Government, whose expenses aheady 
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run its present income. It is the custom of the 
time to colour every subject with the tint of party, 
and, unfortunately for the best interests of the 
country, the opium-trade is taken up as one of the 
great endues of opposition ; but it is most fer- 
vently to be hoped, whatever measure is carried, 
whether by Whig, Conservative, or Badical go- 
vernment, they will examine well into all its 
different bearings, lest, in endeavouring to eradi- 
cate what appears to them an injuriours excres- 
cence, they find, when it is too late, that they have 
wounded a vital part of the commercial system. 

The attempt to annihilate the trade by Act of 
Parliament would not merely affect the Company, 
of whose interests and welfare these moral regene- 
rators and philosophic minds seem totally ignorant, 
for a good reason — that, generally speaking, they 
are wholly unacquainted with India and its affairs; 
but it must be remembered that there are likewise 
native princes, who are receiving the greatest 
portion of their revenues from the cultivation of 
the poppy, and who, if the trade was entirely 
suppressed, would become little better than state 
paupers. 

It therefore becomes a question, Is the present 
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the moment to open fresh caiises of discontent 
among the natives, and to give birth to new foes 
to the British power in India; and is our army 
sufficiently numerous to curb the whole native 
force, unaided by what has hitherto been to the 
British government the strongest ally and gi 
guard —Opinio" f 

The suppression of the opium-trade by Act of 
Parhamcnt would be but making the coast of India 
a scene like that of China at present, and every 
bay a harbour for smugglers and lawless bands. No 
sudden measure can be productive of the ultimate 
object as long as there are such immense induce- 
ments in the trade ; and there is no saying what 
dangers to British influence such an interference 
would open. 

It appears doubtful whether the ultimate 
session of Chusan would add at all to the pros- 
perity of trade, although many persons imagine 
that a position at the mouth of the Yeang-se- 
Keang is of the first importance to ultimate 
success ; and others again think that a position off 
the mouth of the Canton river would be most 
eligible. At all events, Chusan would alwayi 
require a force of 1 -500 men as a sec 
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backed by a couple of corvettes ; and it has likewise 
this disadvantage — that four months in the year it 
is totally inacceBsibie from the southward. How- 
ever, I am rather inclined to think that an opening 
of the trade along the coast, and an arrangement, 
if possible, for the exchange or purchase of 
Macao, which, after all, is of little use to the 
Portuguese, would be far the most advantageous 
for our purposes, for at that point British mer- 
chants and their u-nyx are best understood. 

One of the greatest difficulties and drawbacks to 
the expedition has been the want of interpreters 
and it is a requisite of such vital importance for all 
future negotiations, that some step ought to be 
taken to remedy the evil. There is no doubt that 
most of the disagreementa between the soldiery and 
people, and likewise the want of supplies, arose 

im the diffictdty of making bargains and agreeing 
Ipon prices, when there were no linguists to in- 
terpret between the parties. 

The education of a dozen youths in the language at 

Macao, by a professor, or else by an arrangement 

H|t|rith the members of the Roman Catholic Institu- 
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ANT OF INTERPRETERS. 



would be easily induced to fuiniah at all times'l 
certain number of interpreters for the use of | 
vemment), would well repay the small expense thus 
occasioned. Or, should the difficulty of getting men 
for this purpose alone, be considered too great to 
be overcome, I have no doubt, if a system similrtH 
to that pursued by the Company in India towardfl 
their servante, to encoui'age the study of the lan- 
guage, was tried by our government at Macao, it 
would be found to answer, — namely, if a prize wer^ 
offered in the shape of a small yearly salary, s 
five hundred rupees a-year, to proper persons, wh( 
should pass an examination in the language, h 
ing the number of entrances according to 1 
vacancies that occur after the first establishment,-' 
and giving the preference to the best pupils — 
I have no doubt many of the junior and lower 
members in the mercantile houses would be li 
to study the language ; and there then ■ 
always be a certain number of trustworthy inte 
pretera ready at the requisition of govemmeiri 
From the Chinese College at Singapore, whei 
these people are taught to speak and write Ei^ 
ishj linguists might be drawn for the mo: 



uses, — such as for interprers between the military 
and country-people; but they would always be 
unsafe to trust in matters of consequence. 

Against the self-opinion iind obstinacy of the 
Chinese no measures or arrangements by the 
present mission, although taken with the greatest 
caution, can for a certainty protect our merchants 
at a future day. But should hereafter the vanity 
of the Chinese lead them into like trouble, the 
way to inflict punishment would seem to be locally 
upon the offending district, leaving the cry of the 
people to enforce the necessity of continuing the 
trade with Great Brit^-in. 

The prompt measures of her Majesty's govern- 
ment have been the means of showing them that 
the barbarians' Queen is both able and w illin g to 
protect her servants, although many thousand miles 
intervene between the British and Celestial lands 
and the Chinese government will hardly again 
I wish to see an English squadron " madly career- 
in the inner wattrs." 

L war with China must be always a source of 

—the country is unprepared, and unworthy 

I British foe, and open to attack on all sides 
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from its weakness and size. It is much to be feai 
that any attacking power woiJd be driven to a 
awfiil course of violence, plunder, and bloodshed. 
The immense superiority of numbers on the part 
of the Chinese would preclude the occupation and,- 
tenure of towns on the main-land, and their e 
mies would be forced to seek compensation 1 
more rapid and peremptory measures. 

The talents and energy of the Governor Genei 
of India iu the whole outfit and preparation i 
the expedition cannot fail to be the source i 
admiration to those engaged with the fore 
Scarcely had his conquering army returned f 
the walla of Caubul in the west, when anothi 
and more compKcated expedition to the east i 
decided upon. Before three months b 
a body of four thousand men, in the highest health 
and spirits, glowing with hope and ardour for ai 
employment, together with the squadron in t 
Indian Seas, were on their voyage to the Celest 
Empire ; and that their return may be as si 
ful as that of their brethren in the west, is tl 
cere wish of a late member of the expeditio; 
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A REGULAR PETITION. 

L viLiAGEK, " Lew-hean Fat," native of Tinghai 
trict, hereby petitions in reply, in accordance to 
the order he received. " Fat," having been di- 
rected by your orders, went on the 25th Septem- 
ber, at the 5th watch, on board, and on the after- 
noon of the following day reached Ningpo city; 
he there ascertained that an officer of your honour- 
able army had arrived on the forenoon of the 17th 
September, having his hands and arms bound, and 
being brought on by " Paon Asge" and others to 
Ningpo. — He is now in the prison " Tin" (of 
Yin district, the principal prison of " Ningpo"), 
but I have had no interview with him. I also 
learned that only one servant had been taken over 
by " Paon Asge" and others. It moreover ap- 
peared that on the 18th September there were 
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twentj-two soldiers of yoiir honourable i 
brought bound by the people of " Hen Shan Pihfl 
in-chin-hae" district to " Niugpo." Amongst them 
there was a female, who wan also put in the same 
prison, but none of them received any punishment 
or were dishonoured. I 

I have also heard that the Governors, IiieaflB^ 
nant- Governors, and military Officers, on the 28till 
September, conjointly had held a conference 19^ 
questing the imperial pleasure for the establish- 
ment of peace ; but this matter has not yet been 
settled satisfactorily. Wait till I go again back to 
Ningpo and inquire tlie truth thereof, and I shall 
report on this matter. This petition I present 
prostrate to your honour's lightning glance. 

The above translation by the Rev, C. Gutzlaff. I 

W. Caine, Capt. 

(Chief Magistrate.) i 

Chief Magistrate's OfGce. 

Tinghai,3rcl Oct. 1840, 



APPEXDIX B. 



from Ae Conrapmtimce hetweaa ike 
CSte-keamg am iimiii et amd the Empeixfr : — 

In a letter, dated Jahr lih, the Too Yuen or 
Lieat.-GoTenMn- of diis proriiioey describes the 
approach of the British shippmg, and principally 
expatiates upon the structure of the steanirboats, 
which sail against wind and tide. He then men- 
tions the Tisit of the Vice- Admiral to the Welles- 
Yejy and speaks of the noble stature of the 
soldiers that were seen on board. The summons 
for the surrender of Tinghae is quoted at fuU 
length, and the English receive their fuU meed of 
censure for their disobedience and wickedness. 

His Imperial Majesty, in his reply, remarks 
that nayal and land fighting are by no means the 
same, and that some excuse ought to be made 
for the suddenness of the attack by powerful men- 
of-war ; still the officers in command of the island 
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must have lost all courage to permit the capture 
the island. 

In another rescript, dated 20th July, 
monarch ascrihes this warlike dem.onstration to t] 
extermination of the opium-traffic in the provinrt 
of Canton, and the stoppage of the British tradd 
He moreover directs that his reiterated i 
tions for putting the whole coast in a state ( 
defence may be followed up, and orders that t 
lieutenant-governor, with a number of othta 
officers, should he degraded for their neglet 
and be delivered over to the hoard of punishmeatsfl 

His Imperial Majesty remarks that he had quita 
anticipated such a result from the anniliilatiDn ^ 
the opiiun-trade, and therefore urges the muai 
strenuous efforts to oppose our invasion. 

In a memorial received from the lieutenant 
governor, under the date of July 22nd, the cii{ 
ture of Tinghai is denovmced as a most detestaU 
act, though the landing of 3000 or 4000 men,! 
English barbarians, rendered resistance : 
sible. 

His Majesty issues orders, in consequence, ij 
this daring exploit, to put the navy in a ^oj 
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state for making resistance, and to command 
other vessels to join the Nin^o squadron. Ah it 
is also very prohable that these barbarians might 
make an attempt upon Chinhi and other towns, 
the Emperor, filled with apprehension, com- 
mands a general officer of Fokien to guard these 
places, and enjoins him to exterminate the bar- 
barians. A number of officers, most of them 
colonels, are sentenced to lose their rank, and be 
severely punished. The commanding general of 
the " Ningpo" land and naval forces, however, 
though degraded from his rank, is permitted to 
retain his office for a time, to gain new laurels, 
and to atone for his previous neglect. 

The Tartar General and Lieutenant- General at 
" Hangchoo," the metropolis of this province, 
report that, being apprehensive that an attempt by 
eea, on the river " Tseent^ng," might be made 
upon the city, they erected forts at the mouth of 
it. They moreover remark that, as the men-of- 
war of the said barbarians are strong and the 
guns powerful, there would remain little chance 
of victory to the Imperial navy. On that 
account they had ordered the marines on shore to 
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defend the country against the enemy. They 
isEued, moreover, orders to apprehend all traitor- 
CUB natives. Thus prepared, they awaited the foe : 
on a sudden a man-of-war approached " Chapo" 
(the Algerine) ; the Lieutenant-General guarded 
against her, and the firing commenced on both 
sides : there were above ten soldiers wounded and 
killed, and it was found difficult to oppose this 
single vessel under such circumstance : reinforce- 
ments might arrive and the city be taken. The 
commander therefore ordered new troops to come 
without delay and maintain the place against the 
invaders. h 

In another despatch, dated August 3rd,, firoB^I 
the Emperor, in answer to a communication, in 
which it was stated that an additional number of 
men-of-war had arrived at " Chusan," the monarch 
expresses his great fears, regrets that the dis- 
tance is so great as to render the correspondence 
tardy, and blames the officers for their blunders. 
He orders them to wait until the garrison of 
" Tinghai " had exhausted their strength, and 
then to march with their soldiers to obtain a vic- 
tory, but on no account to make a military diversion. 
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raor to allow the English to sneak into their har- 
bonra. In the mean while, he commandB " Yu," 
the Admiral, and " Yang," the governor of " Fo- 
kien," to exterminate the enemy with the forces 
under their command, to exercise the utmost 
vigilance, and to attack any landing party. The 
authorities of " Kwantimg," and " Fokien," are 
at the Bame time ordered to adopt this line of pro- 
ceeding: — provisions and ammunition are to be 
placed at their dispossd, and extensive magazineB to 
be estabhshed at " Ningpo." His Majesty appoints 
" Elupo," governor of " Keangnan," to undertake 

L the defence of " Chekeang," with plenipotentiary 

[ 'powers, and again commands "Tang " and "Yu " 

I -to exterminate the barbarians. 



The sequel of this correspondence is not yet 
(.come to hand. ' 

The above is a true copy of the trauHlation fiir- 
I nished to me by the Rev. C- Gutzlaff. 

N. Caink, Capt. 
(Chief Magistrate.) 
Chief Magistrate'a Office, 

Ti/itf Luc, I'Uh Ort. 1840. 
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